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A C 14 SAGA
By

CARL

E. \ iVULFMAN'''

The Saga of Eric the Red tells of the voyages of Eric's sons Leif and Thorstein to Vinland, :m d of the subsequent colonizing journey of Thorfinn
Karlsefni to lVIarldand and Vinland in the spring of 1004 A.D .
Last year Helge Ingstad discovered at L'Anse au Meadow, on the northern
tip of Newfoundland, the outlines of nine sod houses and the remains of a
smithy. A few bits of charcoal were recovered from the forge, and later
carefully destroyed by burning. The carbon dioxide formed was collected
and frozen, yielding dry icc. The dry ice was allowed to evaporate and the
carbon dioxide gas formed was refrozen. The process, analogous to distillation, -vvas repeated several times, and finally the highly purified carbon
dioxide was introduced into a device for measuring its very weak radioactivity. A few days later it was clear that the \vood that stoked the fires in
the smithy had been a living tree until about IOoo A.D.!
How was the secret of its death date passed from the tree, preserved by
the charcoal, slipped through the modern fires of its own destruction to the
ephemeral gas of soda pop, and then quietly yielded up to a waiting scientist?
\Vhat was the code that could surreptitiously carry this message for 960 years,
yet so convince us of its veracity that we are immediately convinced of the
truth of the Viking discovery of America, doubted by so many for so long?
It is a code that would do credit to the CIA; vV. F . Libby, who first realized
its existence some fifteen years ago, recently received a Nobel prize for
deciphering it.
\Vhile the tree was growing, the symbols for carrying the message were
being assembled in the upper atmosphere. Just as today, a steady stream of
cosmic rays bombarded the earth. Some of them hit nitrogen atoms in the
air and transmuted them to atoms of heavy carbon, C 14 • The C 14 then reacted
with oxygen molecules to form molecules of C 14 0 2 - heavy carbon dioxide.
\Vinds blew and storms raged about the North Atlantic and the heavy carbon dioxide took its place along with the ordinary carbon dioxide of the
atmosphere, thoroughly mixed, and in a definite proportion determined by
the intensity of the cosmic ray bombardment. Before long this mixture of
heavy and ordinary carbon dioxide was taken in by the tree and in its photosynthetic factories was converted into wood. But that is not the whole story;
much of this same carbon was converted by the tree back into carbon dioxide
and exhaled once again into the atmosphere. The tree, like ourselves, is only
an organization in which atoms participate, then leave as their place is taken
by other atoms. As in the tree, few arc the atoms with us now, that were in us
when we were born. The tree, but a temporary cache for atmospheric carbon
*Dr. vVulfman, Professor of Physics, University of the Pacific, secured his B.S. from
the University of Michigan, 1955, and his Ph.D. from the University of London, 1957·
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JULIET WELLS BRIER
Heroine of Death Valley
By

GRACE L EADI NG HAM '::'
CHAPTER

IV

Three months later, in far different surroundings, Juliet wrote again:
Dear Parents and Brother :
Council Bluffs, May 29, I 849
You will be greatly surprised when y ou see the date of this letter & more so when
yo u read its contents. We left Maquoketa the I 9th of April and after six weeks of toil
in tra veling over almost impassable roads with oxen, camping out exposed to heat and
cold, we have with hundreds reached the bluffs on the Missouri & expect to cross over
in a day or two and commence a long and dangerous journey through a land of savages
toward the great El D01·ado California. Our journey thus far has been very laborious
vVe now anticipate better roads suitable company and a tolerably pleasant time. Our
minds were suddenly made up & thinking perhaps something might occur which would
lead us to change our purpose and not receiving any news from you, we thought best
to put off writing until we really started for California, James thinks it his duty to go
on account of the great emigration and the small supply of ministerial labor. I was
greatly opposed l to it at first but am becoming reconciled and even anxious to go on.
James has two partners.2 We have 4 yoke of cattle one of cows & a cow that follo·ws
the waggon plenty of flour, sea-bread, bacon, dried meat, rice, sugar tea coffee & dried
fruit and beans we think to carry us through and with the blessing of God we expect to
go through we hope for the best and apprehend no trouble with the Indians. The
Pawnees are now thick over our camping ground & begging & we are obliged to keep
a constant watch.- They are many of them nearly naked & one now ~rands watching
me while I am writing. This is a new way of living and not altogether unpleasant. \iVe
have some of the best people in our company and enjoy ourselves p1·etty well. You
must not be troubled about us but pray for us, ·we know not what may befall us, but
God is able to protect us ... Had I time and room I should like much to give you a
description of our journey thus far I have seen and heard more that is new in the six
weeks than in any other whole year of my existence You may imagine 20, 30, 40 and
sometimes so '..vaggons with 4 or 5 yoke of cattle moving on slow over broad prairies
deep ravines timbered portions, low wet river bottoms and every variety y ou can
mention. These waggons mostly contain three men and provisions for a year. There are
few females (and consequently few children) but those of the first stamp, we have been
under the necessity of leveling roads, building bridges, letting our waggons down steep
pitches by ropes doubling teams to draw up and out of mudholes and sloughs, many
times drawing waggons by hand over temporary bridges, occasional breakdowns
upsetting of waggons, mashing our tin dishes, mixing our groceries, etc, etc. But notwithstanding all these I feel as much at home as I ever did in my life - the children are
all fat and healthy and very happy. I will enclose a little lock of their hair in this letter Do not forget to pray for us! Your affec. daughter and sister
·
Juliet Wells Brier

This letter provides our only information concerning the early part of the
Briers' journey. It enables us to fix the date of their departure from the lVIissouri River at the beginning of June; it tells us that the Briers made use of
oxen and consequently covered about sixteen miles a day; and it establishes
*Southern California teacher and writer.
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the probability that the Briers went west by the so-called Mormon Trail.
\iVith these clues, we can sift out from the mass of contemporary diaries and
records typical experiences and say with a certain assurance, "Juliet must
have seen this. She must have done that."
The Briers were near the end of an incredible procession. (As early as
April 6, a thousand people were gathered at Independence, Missouri, ready
to cross the river at the first favorable reports of spring grass.) The historian
Bancroft, the gold-rush long over, estimated that of 42,ooo people who made
their way to California in that year of '49, 25,ooo chose the trails along the
Platte.
A more motley throng cannot be imagined. In it were pioneers of wayfaring ancestry, inarticulate foreigners, soft-handed city-dwellers, failures
and ne'er-do-wells, the ambitious and able. Understandably, the largest crosssection of all these types was young and male.
The variety of human beings was matched by the variety of vehicles.
Along with the Conestogas were such outfits as a cart drawn by two covvs, a
horseback rider prodding a laden ox, a wheelbarrow pushed by its owner.
There were even hardy- or foolhardy-pilgrims setting forth for the land of
gold with packs on their backs. The whooping, adventurous spirit of many
of the emigrants was revealed by the devices appearing on wagon coverselephants,3 buffaloes, gold-miners, and inscriptions such as "Rough and
Ready," "vVild Yankee" and "Go it Greasy."
The Brier wagon, the family's home from April to December, no doubt
resembled other emigrant vehicles. In these, the underside of the wagon
cover was lined with pockets which accommodated the smaller possessions
of the household- hatchets, hair brushes, pistols, toys, balls of twine. A trunk
or two, or possibly a small chest of drawers, held clothing and medicines.
Then there were the spare parts for the wagon, coils of rope, tarpaulins, a
tub, buckets, perhaps a small tent, and finally the boxes, barrels, and sacks of
food, often covered with unwieldy sheets of India rubber. In the earlier stages
of the journey, most emigrants carried a small stove, and for the women and
younger children, there would be a mattress or two.
1
Housekeeping in a wagon, as Juliet must have found, was no simple task.
Articles used outside the wagon often had to be hastily gathered up and
stowed away haphazardly. Lashing things into place was an everyday chore.
And with flour in double sacks, bacon buried in bran, beans deep in a keg
and everything covered with a canvas or rubber sheet, the mere assembling of
the elements of a meal gave a new aspect to cooking. Once the stove had been
discarded, as it inevitably was, the housewife had a new task Before she
could start a meal, she must dig a fire-trench of a width to be spanned by a
bit of sheet-iron. An emigrant of the 'sos, Mrs. Helen Carpenter, speaks
feelingly:
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At night the cooking utensils and provisions are to be gotten around the fire and
enough cooked for the next day- although there is not much to cook, the difficulty
amounts to a great deal. So by the time one has squatted around the fire and cooked
bread and bacon and made several dozen trips to the wagon and washed dishes (with
no place to drain them) and got things ready for an early breakfast, it is time to go
to bed.

The housewife's difficulties might be further increased by the weather.
To quote Mrs. Carpenter again, " ... such a hard wind we came near not
getting enough cooked for breakfast. Everybody cross as a bear as a result."
Upon striking the Platte, the housewife began to be plagued with the water
problem which, in one form or another, was to appear and reappear throughout the rest of the journey. Here the difficulty was caused by the silt with
which the river was laden. Sprinkled with cornmeal and allowed to stand
overnight, water might be sufficiently clarified for use in the morning coffee.
Another perplexity was that of the fuel supply, providentially solved by the
buffalo chip. These crisp, light flakes were plentiful all along the Platte, and
even the most fastidious 'Nomen learned to use them without a qualm. Like
other makeshift trail fuels - willow, weeds, and sage- they had their disadvantages, chief of which was that they disiritegrated ·w hen wet. The provident housewife tried always to carry a supply in the wagon, and we may be
sure that the Brier children ·w ere expected to keep the fuel-bin supplied .
One of the skills needed by the trail homemaker was that of nurse. Injuries,
ranging from blistered fingers to gruesome mutilations, occurred frequently.
Digestive difficulties were common as \vas "mountain fever" in the later
stages of the journey. As for the cholera which accompanied the forty-niners
on the first half of their journey, medical treatment could do little; nature
usually tipped the balance one way or another in a matter of hours. "Quinine,
opium, bluemass, whiskey, hartshorn and citric acid"-thus one emigrant
listed the contents of her medicine chest.
The mothers in an emigrant train had need of a special alertness. Children,
climbing in and out of the slowly moving ·wagon, might fall and be injured
by the heavy wheel, or be trodden upon by some following animal. In spite
of sternest injunction they might meddle ·with the gun, hanging, always
loaded, from the wagon bo-vvs. A boy or girl in search of firewood or chips
might stray too far and fall victim to lurking wolf or Indian. J\!Ioreover , a
mother of Juliet's type would be concerned, even in a wilderness, about
manners and morals. John Brier speaks of his mother's teaching her family,
and it is a certainty that every night the little Briers said their prayers beside
whatever beds they had .
Even before the wagon train reached the Platte, Juliet's days must have
fallen into a rhythm, albeit a rhythm freely punctuated with the unforseen
and unforseeable. "Catch up!" was the morning cry, after which all was
activity. As the caravan, amid the milling animals, uncoiled from its nocturnal circle, each wagon fell into the place preappointed for it on that day,
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and the round of tasks began again. The week, too, must have had its pattern,
since the Briers unquestionably were among those who refrained from Sunday travel. Juliet must often have heard the fervent exhortations of her James
as he raised his voice above the commotion within the circle of the corralled
wagons- for on those trail Sabbaths even the most pious travellers worked.
vVagons were overhau led, horses shod, great washings hung to dry, and
beans and "light bread" baked in quantity.
Nobody on the trail could avoid a greater or less degree of hardship
although some lucky travelers might escape actual danger. On a diet usually
unbalanced and often scanty, the emigrants had to carry on continuous heavy
toil. Exposure to weather and to great variations of temperature taxed vitality. Loss of sleep is often mentioned by diarists - a loss sometimes accounted
for by guard duty and sometimes by the night-long howling of wolves and
coyotes. Constant motion was tiring. ("I feel the need of a chair when we
stop.") Never-ceasing noise assaulted the nerves of the emigrants, surrounded as they were by herds of bellowing, braying, w hinnying beasts.
At crossings the uproar was deafening. Eyes suffered, too, despite the colored goggles sold in the outfitting towns ("-bright sunshine on white
wagon-tops blinding"). A prosaic but very real affliction was sore feet;
blisters and corns from ill-cobbled shoes could make every step an agony.
Usually unrecognized but operative throughout much of the journey, was
the strain of ever-increasing altitude-some six feet to the mile at the beginning of the trek along the Platte and eventually the acclivities of formidable
mountains. Adding to the wear and tear of the trip quite as much as some of
the more obviously serious causes was such generalized discomfort as t hat
pictured in a diarist's vignette:
It is almost dark. Cold, drizzling rain. Feed nvo miles away and guard for the night
necessary. It is now raining hard. No wood except an ox-yoke found during the day .

The year I 849, incidentally, was rainy, and the famous Platte storms could
sluice water straight through single-thickness wagon-tops.
The journey was full of emotional as vvell as of physical hazards. The
monotony of the grind up t he Platte oppressed certain temperaments, but
the interruptions of that monotony were likely to be even more disturbing:
the wagon sinking in quicksand, the unswerving approac h of the buffalo herd,
the sudden stampede, the cry of "Indians!" For many travelers, there was
the tension of steady competition, whether in a race to be sure of grass or in
worried efforts to reach the ultimate goal before others should have seized
the prize. Anxiety inevitably rose as oxen weakened and wagons warped .
Always there was the gloomy suggestiveness of the roadside graves, the
graves of cholera victims, of the drowned, of the martyrs to carelesslyhandled firearms.
\ iVe have no way of knowing how Juliet, with her shield of faith was
affected; the follow ing entry from the diary of Mrs. Catherine Haun, who

1 HE .PACIFIC HISTORIAN

os

was on the trail at about the same time as the Briers, draws a picture probably
rather typical:
Crossing the Plains was a pretty serious matter and our minds were generally full of
sober thoughts but nevertheless as we were all young people \Ve saw much to amuse
us and entered into little events with great zest ... \iVe did not keep late hours but when
not too engrossed with fear of the red enemy or dread of impending danger we enjoyed
the hour around the campfire. The menfolk lolling and smoking their pipes and guessing, or m ay be betting, how many miles we had covered during the day. \i\Te listened to
readings, story-telling, music and songs and the day often ended in laughter and merrymaking.

Emigrants proceeding along the north bank of the Platte reached the Elkhorn River after two or three days of plodding over high, rolling prairies.
Here they encountered two hazards of the trail: quicksand and Indiansin this case, the light-fingered Pawnees. More quicksand awaited them ·w hen,
a fevv days later, they reached the Loup River. On its way to the Platte, the
muddy river ran through a plain bordered by low, barren hills. Already the
travelers were conscious of a new world. The dry, transparent atmosphere
threw into relief the strangeness of the red or yellow cactus blossoms, the
whitish patches of alkali, the numberless buffalo skulls gleaming on the
sandy expanse.
After the Loup crossing, the trains settled into the long, steady pull. An
effortful month or more lay between them and Fort Laramie. The cactus
became more plentiful. Darting lizards and vipers appeared, and presently
(surely to the delight of the emigrant children) the caravans passed through
innumerable prairie-dog villages. ("I saw at least a thousand, running and
jumping and playing like puppies.") There was an increasing litter of discarded possessions. And the nightly howls of wolves were a reminder to the
travelers that home was far away. Another hint of their uprooted state came
when windings of the trail and intervals between the wooded islands permitted glimpses of the almost continuous procession of their fellow goldseekers along the south shore.
In two weeks, more or less, word would be passed down the line, "T omorrow we get to the Forks!" The spectacle was disappointing; the confluence
of the North and the South Platte seemed hardly more than the familiar sight
of water churning around the river islands.
The next landmark for north-bank emigrants was the Lone Tree, inexplicably rooted in a timberless stretch of two hundred miles. ("I detoured to
Lone Tree, a cedar twenty feet high, completely covered with names and
with a path leading to it.")
Beyond the Lone Tree, the trail stretched seemingly without end, but
presently came more inklings of change. The boundary bluffs ·were higher,
bolder and of fantastic shape. Now travelers from tamer regions could anticipate the sight of rumored wonders such as the "devastated castles" of
Ancient Bluff Ruins, and, across the North Fork, Courthouse and Chimney
Rocks and Scott's Bluff.

uu
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At this stage of the trek, not only the animals but their masters as well were
feeling strain. However, Fort Laramie was only two or three days avvay.
"vVe'll rest at Laramie. vVe'll sort things out at Laramie. Perhaps at Laramie
we can trade off the old wagon." Thus pilgrims encouraged themselves.
They passed on through the sandy country "where bluffs blew like snowdrifts." Cactus in immense quantities covered the arid land. Strange "cobble
rocks," conglomerates of pebbles, began to appear.
From the Mormon Trail, the white block of Fort Laramie could be seen
beyond the confluence of the Laramie and the North Platte Rivers. It stood
on a rising plain, near but well above the west bank of the Laramie River
and some two miles back from the Platte. Distant ten miles farther still were
the Black Hills (the present Laramie Range), dappled with dark trees. T?
the west, glistening Laramie Peak sometimes flashed through or above its vetl
of cloud. Nearer views were less majestic. The plain, as travelers found when
they had crossed the Platte, was cluttered with tools, clothing, foodstuffs,
debris of all sons. The many abandoned wagons bore witness that the likelihood of profitable dicker was small indeed.
Fort Laramie presented a definitely military appearance. Its fifteen-foot
walls were surmounted by a palisade. Over the main gate was a square watchtower, and two diagonally-placed bastions made possible the defense of all
four sides. "Stars and Stripes run up on the fort," notes a diarist of June I 7.
So by the time the Briers arrived, the token of a newly-established protection
was awaiting them in the wilderness.
From Laramie westward, until the trail divided at the Sublette Cut-off,
forty-niners who had followed the Mormon Trail mingled with their fellowpilgrims from the south bank. Entering the Black Hills, the travelers came
into a new country, rougher, rockier, perilously ridged, but, in the opinion
of many, romantically beautiful. Clear mountain streams rushed down to
the North Platte. Timber grew along their banks, the flowers, white, yellow
and blue are reported by the cartographer Stansbury even as late as the last
week in July. The landmark, cloudy Laramie Peak, wheeled counter-clockwise and fell behind the gold-seekers.
.
Strain now increased for the wearied cattle and consequently for thetr
owners. Up and down steep slopes, over rocks, through sand and across m~ry
creeks ran the trails, with surfaces here and there which wore to the qmck
the hoofs of the long-suffering beasts. On the precipitous grades, previouslytreasured possessions and surplus provisions were discarded, and as oxen died,
wagons were of necessity abandoned.
Emerging from the Black Hills, the emigrants found that they were being
deserted by the Platte, which turned sharply south and entered a narrow
canyon. However, by crossing to the north bank, they could continue on
their ·westward journey through the valley of the Sweetwater River.
In I 849, there were several ferries across the Platte, but crossing was a
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problem notwithstanding. One diarist estimates at eight hundred the number
of wagons awaiting their turn at the Mormon Ferry. Even though this report
may have been an exaggeration, there is no doubt that the teams were far too
numerous for the resources of the region. Nervous captains, watching their
cattle weaken, would decide to cross under their own power in spite of the
many dro-vvnings and disasters.
At best, th e crossing was confused, exhausting and dangerous. Two diarists, both writing on June 2 2, picture their respective situations:
"Shore looks as busy as the levee at St. Louis," says Joseph vVood. "Wagons in
pieces, boxes, goods, chattels, traps and plunder of all kinds in piles .. . a scene beyond
anything imagination ever concocted- the vast amount of oxen, mules, wagons and
horses mixed w ith men clothed, half-clothed and naked, rushing in imminent danger. "
Israel Hale writes: "It was just about dusk when we got across. Everything in confu~ion . My goods in one place, tent in another, wagon in a third. Cattle scattered. Horse
~o take some distance and picket out. vVe were very much fatigued - About I I : oo crept
rnto our wagons and fell asleep."

Translated into the experience of a woman emigrant, such a day seems
no less formidable.
In order to reach the Sweetwater, it was necessary to cross a fifty-mile
stretch of country, barren except for sage. The only potable water was at
\Villow Springs, the half-way oasis. As usual, Stansbury gives a complete
picture, and something like what he describes must also have been seen and
experienced by Juliet.
"Before noon," he says, "we passed eleven wagons broken up, the spokes taken for
pack saddles and the rest destroyed." He then catalogues the miscellany of discarded
articles and by mentioning a heap of dead oxen, indirectly explains the w holesale
abandonment. To continue with his words: "The southwest wind blew a hurricane all
da y, tearing up sand and gravel and hurling it in our faces with such force as to cause
sensible pain ... The teamsters had to fasten handkerchiefs over their faces."

The alkaline dust in such gales inflamed eyes and nasal membranes and
caused the lower lip to split. Many accounts mention this continuouslyblowing wind, which must have had doubly-painful effects upon the tender
skins of children. Juliet's party, dependent upon oxen, would have required
some three days to cover this toilsome stretch of trail.
\iVhen the 'bulle of Independence Rock pushed up on the horizon, the
travelers could take heart. At the Rock, they reached the Sweenvater Valley,
a series of sage-covered steps mounting steadily to the seven-thousand-foot
South Pass. An emerald-green streak through the gray-green of the sage
marked the course of the river. It was a stream universally admired not only
for its pure, cold water, but for its welcome contribution of trout. Stansbury
speaks of its bordering aspens and of the pleasantness of its gurgle after the
silent gliding of the Platte. vVithin the hundred miles of the valley, the
emigrants could marvel at some of the most famous landmarks of the journey,
and the sight of the \iVind River range northwest of the vailey roused certain

vv
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temperaments to ecstacy. ("No words can describe the splendor of the \i\Tind
River lVIountains glovving at sunset!")
But the journey up the Sweetwater Valley was no easy interlude. There
were rocky, difficult fords, as well as frequent stretches of deep sand through
which weary teams had to be prodded by their equally weary owners.
Alkali-poisoned water killed oxen, or they died from the never-ending
upward pull and the effects of unaccustomed altitude. Furthermore, late
caravans, such as Juliet's found that adequate feed for the animals was a
problem. Discomforts abounded. There was the wind, which often rose to
a sand-laden gale. The range of temperature was great. Bone-weary travelers
might find a profuse plague of sand-ticks infesting their camp-ground and in
places there were immense numbers of black crickets which "crushed nauseatingly under the wheels."
Sarah Royce (the mother of Josiah Royce, the philosopher) arrived at
Independence Rock on July 26, r 849, and a few days later made a tantalizing
entry in her diary:
On Sunday , the 29th of July, we determined to remain in camp and rest till the next
day. One family of our fellow-travelers, Mr. B. and his wife and three little boys did
the same. vVe enjoyed a quiet rest, held a social meeting for prayer, reading, and singing, and the next morning resumed our journey much refreshed. From this time till
we reached Salt Lake City ·we had no earthly company or protection except that
mutually afforded and enjoyed by nvo men, two women, and four children, the oldest
not more than eight and the y oungest not yet three. Twice we met with Indians, but
they did not molest us. vVe passed the company we had been traveling with and kept
in advance of theri1 notwithstanding Sunday rests and arrived in Salt Lake City the
day before they did . But to refer to our first week of lone traveling: For five da ys we
kept on up the Sweetwater and on Friday night encamped near its head . . . Saturday,
the 4th of August, we reached the South Pass of the Rocky Mountains.

It is tempting to conjecture that the Briers might have traveled with the
, Royces, and, in fact, it is possible to construct a guesswork chronology 4
which would uphold such a theory.
South Pass, which looked like a sage-covered plain, was the highest point
the emigrants had yet reached. It stood at the top of a deceptive slope which
seemed hardly a slope at all. Two indistinct mounds, one on each side of the
trail, indicated the approach to the summit. Northward, the \iVind River
Range glittered; to the south and southwest cloudlike mountains filled the
horizon.
Although South Pass was only a halfway point in the gold-seekers' journey, it marked an emotional terminus. Once over the pass and traveling along
Pacific waters, the emigrants felt themselves committed, for better or for
worse, to their new life. At the pass, temperaments revealed themselves.
One company, for example, celebrated with violin music and tin-pan accompaniment. Sarah Royce lin~;ered behind her group for a moment of soul-felt
dedication. There can be little doubt that Juliet Brier, too, was one of those
who stood still on the summit for a long backward look and a prayer.
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At Pacific Springs, three miles beyond the pass, emigrants customarily
drank a toast of mingled Pacific and Atlantic water. Many rested for a day
or two beside the grassy marsh. Then began a stressful period which made
the toils along the Platte and the Sweetwater seem light.
Following the trickle of Pacific Creek, the trains entered a country barren
except for thin sage and greasewood. Feed was scarce, and ·when the travelers
reached Dry Sandy Creek, they found only a little stagnant poisonous water
in a channel deep and wide enough for a flood. Mirages tantalized them as
they pressed on across the arid country. Six miles west of Dry Sandy, the
road forked. The left hand trail turned southwest toward Fort Bridger and
Salt Lake City. The right hand way became the famous Sublette Cutoff.
The Briers made their decision and turned left.
Through continuing desolation, left-turning emigrants passed Little Sandy
and ten miles farther on reached Big Sandy. Here, flo.,.ving water, cotton·w ood trees, game and berries provided a transient paradise. From the west
bank of the stream, all containers filled with water, travelers set forth for
more journeying through sand and alkali. Their trail passed over increasingly
hilly country. Around them hung the curtaining stench of dead cattle. Stansbury reports air so dry that it loosened the wooden parts of his wagon wheels
and forced him to redistribute his loads. Through this desert ordeal, travelers
approached the next crisis, the crossing of the Green River -"by far the most
formidable stream on our entire journey."
According to the Mormon guidebook, the distance from the Green River
to Fort Bridger was fifty-five miles. After following the river bank for a short
distance, the trains struck out with a precious load of water for Black's Fork,
twenty desert miles away. Buffeted by head-on winds, they crossed the barren country which rolled up to the ridge separating the valleys of the two
rivers. Fantastic, color-streaked buttes began to appear. \ iVhen the descent
to the river-bottom had been made, the emigrants found at Black's Fork
(as later at Ham's Fork) mire and "intolerable" gnats and mosquitoes. There
were, however, the compensations of grass and flowers, trout, sage hens and
service berries.
After crossing the angle of land between Ham's and Black's Forks, the
caravans once again picked up the trail along the twists and turns of the latter
stream and eventually reached a circular green valley which echoed with the
sound of gushing rivulets. Here stood Fort Bridger, a hollow square of crude
buildings guarded by a high picket fence and heavy gate. The fort was of
great importance to the migrating hordes. Repairs could be made in its
blacksmith shop and, for a price, fresh stock and Indian goods obtained.
Sarah Royce was at Fort Bridger on August q, just a week before her
entry into Salt Lake City. Not impossibly, the Briers also might have been
there on that date.
Between Fort Bridger and the two-year-old Mormon city lay a hundred
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and fourteen unforgettable miles. The emigrants were to find themselves
straining up ascents on which they had to block the ·wheels every few yards.
Descending, they were to struggle with equal desperation, all hands holding
back on wagons ready to turn end over end. They were to guide their slipping, stumbling oxen through swift, icy streams paved with treacherous
round stones. They -vvere to unload wagons, lift them from the marsh, and
reload them - all this merely as part of a day's work. Despite these hardships,
however, there are appreciative references to the game and the berries and
the pure water as well as to the beauty and the interest of this last stretch of
the Mormon Trail.
Through Sarah Royce's eyes we see the final stage of the journey:
It was near sunset on the r8th of August when we got our first view of the Great
Salt Lake with its background of mountains; and in the foreground the well-laid-out
city, of snug dwellings and gardens ... The suddenness with which we came upon the
view was startling ... our road abruptly led us th rough an opening almost like. an
immense doorway , unarched at the top ... in the transparent atmosphere everythmg
was brou ght out with a distinctness that almost ignored distance. From here the road
wound gradually down the mountain side to the plain ... As it was near sunset, we
camped on the second plateau, rested there through Sunday and then mo ved into the
City of the Great Salt Lake.

It may be noted here that after a ten-day rest, the Royces again set forth
and, in spite of near-fatal adventures, finally won through to California.
Many of the emigrant journals express admiration for what the Mormons
had accomplished within the short period of two years; the settlement
boasted neat houses of adobe brick, fenced gardens, thriving fields and flocks.
Also the journals describe the continuing spirit of enterprise; one evide~1ce
of this was a brisk barter trade since the colony, although beyond immed1ate
danger of starvation, was destitute of such luxuries as sugar and the supposedly-prohibited coffee and tobacco. Services as well as produce were offered
for desired goods with laundering well toward the top of the list. The place
was full of transients ("Today have seen men from all over creation-London , France, Gibralter, and the states") and also enjoyed an active social
life (" ... we danced with the fair lambs of the flock of Brigham").
This was the town to which Juliet came some four months after ~eaving
her 1\!Iaquoketa home, and a haven of rest it must have seemed. Though,
according to report, the Briers camped outside Salt Lake City, quite possibly she scrubbed her children in the hot sulphur bath at the edge of t~1e
village, washed and mended, enjoyed cooking with butter and eggs. Qmte
possibly, too, she exchanged reminiscences with former Vermonters.
Nevertheless, uncertainties must have loomed large. Caravans which had
started for the Humboldt River returned to Salt Lake City because there was
no feed along the trail. Also it was reported that old snow was drifted deep
in mountain passes and that the beginning of new snowfall might well
coincide with the arrival of late-comers on the terrifying Sierra heights.
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The widely-known story of the Donner party \vas a deterrent. Juliet must
surely have heard it, but, modest as she was, without recognition of her
spiritual kinship with that other New England school teacher, T amsen
Donner.
It was clear that the resources of the community could not offer a winter
livelihood to the hundreds of transients. Moreover, most of the gold-seekers
felt an unbearable eagerness to get at their share of the anticipated treasure.
Consequently, there was much discussion of another route, the Old Spanish
Trail. This could be reached only by a southward journey over rugged and
little-known country. A certain Mormon, Captain Jefferson Hunt, had traversed the territory in question and now offered to lead a party. The prospective members were to gather at Fort Utah, 5 forty-five miles south of Salt
Lake City. There they could fatten their stock and await cooler weather.
Throughout late summer and early autumn a motley group was assembling.
By October 3, organization was complete. Although the contemporary
chroniclers do not agree, it is clear that Captain Hunt was to lead a company
by no means insignificant. Sheldon Young, for example, sets the number of
wagons at seventy-five. Addison Pratt speaks of a hundred and twenty-five
wagons. He also mentions a thousand head of cattle.
The company, chiefly non-Mormon, included families. Besides Juliet, we
hear of eight other women: Mrs. Bennett, Mrs. Arcane, Mrs. 'Vade, Mrs.
Erkson, Mrs. R ynierson, Mrs. Granger and two Mormon women. The Brier
' boys had playmates of varying ages: little Charlie Arcane, the three Bennetts, the four young 'Vades and three Mormon children.
To the assembled emigrants, the Rev. Lewis Granger read a proclamation
taking title for the expedition as The Sand-,i\Talking Company. 6 This official
name did not prevent the smaller units from following the fashion of the day
and adopting nicknames-the Jayhawkers, the Mississippi Boys, the Georgians (probably the same as the Bug Smashers) and the San Francisco Party.
At the time of starting, James Brier was attached to this last-named group as
chaplain. His reason for leaving that office and the ultimate fate of the party
are equally unknown.
The train, divided into seven sections, finally set out on the morning of
October 4· No particular difficulties were encountered. On Sunday, October
7, the travelers rested in camp and "had preaching waiting for some wagons
back" The next day the caravan proceeded toward the Sevier River. Indians
swarmed about the wagons to trade. Across the river, with illness in the ranks,
the wagons again halted and during this interval were overtaken by a longexpected Mormon leader, Charles Rich, and his two missionary companions.
Once again on the way, the emigrants passed through a valley where hundreds of startled jack-rabbits bounded in every direction-an episode noted
by diarists grateful for the addition of fresh meat to the menu. A few days
later, camp was pitched in an area thickly strewn with mysterious ornamented shards.
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After two weeks on the road, the company approached Beaver Creek.
There were mountains ahead. Captain Hunt said that he had heard of a
short-cut to Antelope Spring on the Old Spanish Trail. However, the route
lay across an arm of the desert / he himself knew nothing of it at first hand,
and if the division captains wished him to attempt it, they must accept all
r esponsibility. The vote was in favor of the short-cut.
vVhile scouts explored, the train lay in camp. On October 2 1, over a difficult road, the travelers made their way twelve miles down the Beaver. The
next day, along a trail smoother, but dust-hung, they proceeded for another
twelve miles. \ iVhen they halted, at three in the afternoon, they were on
the desert.
From the contemporary accounts, it is possible to reconstruct more or less
vividly the conditions which prevailed. The weather was warm. Many of the
emigrants had not brought adequate water for themselves or their stock.
The quest for water near the camp was unsuccessful. Discomfort fostered
dissension; anti-Mormon sentiment rose to the surface. On October 2 3, some
members of the train returned to the Beaver, and those remaining behind
sent stock back and also arranged for a supply of water to be brought.
But more than \Vater was fetched to the camp. The men w ho returned
told of two companies of gold-seekers whom they had met at the creek
Separately organized, one Mormon and one Gentile, they were traveling
together. Each company numbered about twenty, and their respective captains were James Flake and 0. K. Smith. In the possession of Smith was an
intriguing map. It showed a cut-off-the vValker Cut-off, Smith called itwhich led straight west across unexplored territory. Not only were springs
and campsites indicated along its entire course, but its terminus in the San
Joaquin Valley was relatively near the goldfields. According to Smith, the
map had been drawn by Barney Vhrd, a well-known mountain man, who
had actually traversed the route.
The nevvs spread like wildfire and added a finishing touch to the turmoil
of the camp. There was no likelihood of finding water; Captain Hunt had
returned ex hausted from a forty-mile trip farther into the desert. Retreat w~s
the only possible course of action. A whole week, expensive both in provisions and in strength, had been wasted.
The question of whether or not to take the \i\Talker Cut-off was debated
endlessly as the train resumed the original route over the mountains and into
the Little Salt Lake Valley. Charles Rich and a companion left the caravan
on October 28 to overtake the Flake party and follow the cut-off. The next
day more travelers withdre,v, 8 including one Captain Baxter, an officer of the
company. These departures may well have increased the tension and uncertainty of the emigrants who remained.
On November 3, a mass meeting was called. Should the cut-off be chosen,
a westward turn must be made the next day . James Brie1~ argued enthusiastic-
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ally for the new plan. Captain Hunt reiterated that he knew nothing of the
route. However, the majority of his followers voted for the plunge into
the unknown.
About noon, on the next day, the train started and when the fateful spot9
was reached, ·w agon after wagon turned west. Only seven were left to follow
Hunt. Some of the more exuberant spirits provided a symbolic touch by
rending trees asunder with charges of gunpowder. At this last moment, there
were individuals who urged Captain Hunt to remain with them as their
leader. His reply was that his duty lay with those who had elected to adhere
to the original plan. Then, in words variously quoted, he ·wished them success
but warned that they were venturing into the jaws of hell.
vVith the resumption of their journey the secessionists perhaps congratulated themselves upon their good judgment. The road, though it bore steadily
upward, was not difficult, and grass, wood and water were plentiful. But
the wayfarers perforce halted when, after two or three days, they found
themselves on a high ridge, their westward way barred by a deep gash in the
earth. A certain amount of fuel and grass could be found, but there was
almost no water other than that in the formidable depths of the canyon.
Scouts discovered that the tracks of the Flake-Smith pack-train led down
the canyon wall and as far along the canyon itself as the search-party cared
to go. That no wagons could ever follow such a trail was completely obvious.
However, as vve learn from some of the Mormon diaries and from the Stover
narrative, certain young Sand-\i\Talkers, owners of horses and mules, abandoned their wagons and set forth on the dangerous path.
As the scouts straggled back, they found the retreat of the company
already under way. During the interval of their absence, disillusionment and
fear had settled upon their waiting companions, who had had a chilling hint
of life's uncertainties on the third morning after the caravan's arrival at the
ridge. A solitary invalid in the train had died and had been laid in his
unmarked wilderness grave with "as good style as circumstances would
allow." Mt. Misery, the Sand-vValkers named the place.
Forty 10 wagons were still in the camp ·when scouts who had gone northward arrived with news of a possible route. The remaining Sand-\i\Talkers
at once started on the difficult trail which axe-men chopped through the
dwarf cedars.
The conipany was more than a hundred strong. Groups of young men the Jayhawkers, lVIississippi Boys and Georgians-probably numbered seventy or more individuals. Four families added a total of nineteen members.
(There were five Briers, five Bennetts, three Arcanes and six vVades.) \i\Tith
the Bennetts traveled vVilliam Lewis Manly and John Rogers. Also, the
Bennetts and Arcanes had ox-drivers, four in all. Finally, there ·w ere eight
or ten men who seem to have moved in a loosely-organized group.
The next day was cloudy and chilly, but the wagons had an easy pull;
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and despite a sprinkle of snow, the evening camp was full of cheer, and the
groups around the crackling greasewood fires sang to the fiddler's tune. An
interval of rather pleasant travel followed "over rolling hills covered with
juniper timber and small grassy valleys between where there was plenty of
·w ater."
The adventurers were a·ware that Indians were still a menace. At one time
the trail lay through a region dotted for miles ·with conical stacks of harvested seeds. On another occasion, naked savages were seen in the distance
driving off two of the party's horses. However, the train moved on, zigzaging westward into the uncharted country. vVithin two weeks, the emigrants
noted increasing barrenness about them and presently found themselves in
a wilderness more forbidding than anything yet encountered.
Many years later, John Brier described their climactic experience in this
region. Not a drop of water had been found in three days, and the wagons
v.rere "dragging through intolerable sand" in the heat of the afternoon.
Suddenly a lake came into view, glinting with vermilion and gold, and made
still more alluring by the green grass and trees along the shore. The wanderers
were confident that they had sighted Owens Lake in California. Eagerly they
pressed forward even after the vision had been obscured by dusk only to
stand at last by a sage-bordered sheet of slime. Once again, they expressed
their feelings in the name they bestowed-Misery Lake. 11
A halt was made. Shallow wells dug in the ooze of the lake yielded a little
life-saving water. For the last time, all the parties camped together, and in
the morning set forth in the directions of their choice.
Juliet's apprenticeship as a heroine vvas now almost completed.

NOTES
Writing for the San Ftancisco Call in I898, Juliet says, "I knew before starting
we ·would have to suffer but my husband wanted to go and he needed me."
2. There is no other r eference to these partners.
3· "To see the elephant" was a common expression meaning "To meet hardship."
4· This estimate is made as follows: D eparture from the Missouri Ri ver: June 1.
Distance covered: approximately 700 miles. Rate of travel: approximately I6 miles a
day. Days of non-travel: 8 Sundays, Ind ependence day, two or three days for rest and
repairs. Days of travel: 44 or 45.
5. At the site of present-day Provo.
6. The name is also given as The San Joaquin Company.
7· The Escalante Desert.
8. Apparently to follow the trail independently.
9· Near Enterprise, Utah.
IO. Manly reports the number as twenty-seven .
I I. Papoose Dry Lake, Nevada.
1.

GOLD KUSH

L tl L~K

By THE REVEREND iVlATTHEW DINSDALE
Introduction and Notes by MATTHEW D. SMITH, a Grand Nep hew*;
The following letter gives vivid impressions of a gold miner in the California
Gold Rush. It was written by Reverend Matthew Dinsdale to a brother minister who had been associated with him in \iVisconsin during pioneer days as
circuit riders. The letter was ·w ritten to "Brother Dyer."
This is very probably Rev . John Lewis Dyer who was a noted pioneer
preacher and presiding elder in Colorado and was known as "The Snow Shoe
Itinerant." There is evidence that he also pioneered in vVisconsin and became
acquainted ·w ith 1\llatthew Dinsdale before the latter went to California.
According to the text of this letter both had friends in Linden and Potosi.
Records show that Dyer was a member of the \ iVisconsin Conference from
I 8 5 I to I 8 55 but vvithdrew over the slavery issue and a few years later went
"\iVest" where he joined the Colorado Conference.
J11atthew Dinsdale, the author of the letter, was born July I4, I 815, in
Askrigg, E ngland. He became a local preacher of the vVesleyan Church
before migrating to the U.S. A . in I845 · He joined the Rock River Conference in I 84 5 and was appointed to Potosi, \iVisconsin. In I 846 he went to
\ Vinnebago L ake Mission (Oshkosh). In I 849 he went to California, preached
on Sundays and dug for gold during the week. He returned to England in
I 852, married Mary Ann Mann and returned to Lisbon, \iVisconsin, where
he entered the mercantile business with his brother, Edward, for five years.
He joined the \ iVest \ iVisconsin Conference in I 8 58 and served churches
at Hazel Green, Lancaster and Darlington. He was superannuated in I 876
and lived in Madison for ten years while serving nearby churches. He spent
the declining years of his life in Linden where he died April I 5, I 898 .
Upper California,
211d. July 1850

My Dear Brother Dyer:
A lmost eight months have elapsed since I last saw you and that evening I
made you at l<::.ast a partial promise that I would write you a letter should I
be preserved to reach this country. Thrn the kind providence of God I am
here and in the enjoyment of health. Having now seen a portion of California
and know what living in it is, I think it is time for me to begin a letter to you.
You will expect from me the truth, this I shall try to give you. You know
very well that I shall not try to decieve you. Perhaps I may communicate
nothing new as I suppose you hear and read much about this region. Still I
shall have the satisfaction of showing you that I do not forget my friends .
The country as to its physical appearance is much as I expected to find it,
*Dr. Matthew D. Smith was president of Dakota vVesleyan University at Mitchell,
South Dakota, for many years. He is a member of the Jedediah Smith Society and is,
as well, a grand nephew of the Great Explorer.
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mountain and valley with the exception of the great Sacramento Plain.
Beginning at the Sierra Nevada, the mountains form a gradual slope to the
plain, hence at Sacramento City, perhaps a hundred and fifty miles off you
can see very distinctly the principal range covered with perpetual snow.
The ·w ater here is very good and so far as I have seen yet abundant but as
the dry season advances the small streams and those nearest the plain fail as
is to be expected. The nearer the mountains the higher the stream except as
it is fed below. Mining operations high up are very much obstructed by high
water and on some streams the digging season is quite short unless the water
can be turned. As a farming country I have not a very good opinion of California, for grazing it is very good ·w here animals can have the range, even
near the highest mountains there are some with valleys the grass of which is
peculiarly good. I have no doubt but there ·will be some valuable farms in
places but as a general remark I think the country will not be cultivated. The
dry season will be the great obstacle. You must not however infer that this
is a barren land, it is not. I may have seen its best appearance probably of
some parts I have, but with few exceptions all vegetation is green and flourishing. The flowers (of great variety and beauty) are very plentiful and
almost everywhere seen. As wild flowers I suppose they are unequalled.
At our present camping place we have almost a perfect flower garden. In a
valley near us there are some splendid specimens of tiger lily.
.
That however, for which the country is interesting and now celebrated IS
gold. That has more than magic charms in the opinion of some and tho California were a thousand times worse than it is as a country to live in, I suppose
numbers would find their way to it. It is true that gold is here found and in
great abundance. But on this subject I ·want to write correctly and therefore
must be on my guard to prevent the misinterpretation of terms for to spe~k
of it as existing in abundance you might perhaps infer that I have much of It,
or that all who dig for it get much, or that it is easily obtained, neither of
which is the case. A number of names of persons I have heard -vvho are said to
be on their way here from Mineral Point. Now that I am here I am ready to
wonder what could induce some of them to start. I have always been of the
opinion (this of course is a general rule) that a man ought not to leave his
family behind; if he will come, let him bring his family along. And I always
thought if a man was in business and making a comfortable living he ought
not to break up the establishment for the uncertain rewards of this country.
A residence here has confirmed me in the belief that these views are pretty
correct. If I have not heard the language of regret, I have seen palpable evidence of it, in the countenance, the deportment and the persuit. There have
been long periods of suffering experienced by some that all the gold of the
country could not compensate for. After the dangers of the journey are over,
and they are not few or trifling, a wandering life has to be commenced.
A man can hardley tell one day where he will be the next. The most familiar
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sight is diggers "moving", some walking, others riding; some "packing",
others ·w ith an animal to "Pack" for them. And some of the most painful
experience we have is that -vve have no certain dwelling place. A man's diggings give out and he is off. He hears of a more likely place and he is off.
Here to keep pace with the H7orld a man has almost to turn round daily.
In travelling about and exploring the country and even while digging there
is necessarily much expose. I have endeaverd to be as stationary as possible
and have been as careful as I could be to preserve my health; but I assure you
I have seen the elephant. I mined during the rainy season and there is no mistake about there being such a season . The first house I lived in was a tent, the
second a cabin without a floor, tho not wholly without a roof, nor yet destitute of sides, but they were open. In journeying, it is desirable to take as little
baggage as possible as everything extra is a burden, and therefore, it is difficult
to provide for the contingencies of weather. I have slept in turns on the plain,
the mountain and close to the stream in the deep valley. By the day I have
walked thru falling snow and rain with nothing waterproof on except boots.
Health is here placed in great jeopardy from the want of suitable food. I mean
vegetable food . It is my opinion that there has always, or nearly always, been
enough in the country but a person may very easily be in a part where the
supply is limited, and there may be indifference about extra effort to procure
it. A disease called land scurvy prevails from this cause. An unpleasant and
frequently fatal disease it is. I have hitherto been entirely free from it and
hope to continue so. At whatever cost, vegetables ought to be used frequently
if not constantly here. The last potatoes we bought cost us 50 cents a pound
and poor ones you would think them in \i\Tisconsin. Considerable alarm has
been felt in some parts of the mining region on account of hostile indians.
There has been and still is danger from this quarter. \i\Te heard much of their
depredations and murders and at last we travelled thru the country where
their conduct has been most violent and injurious. At one place, the day
before we got there, a man had been shot by them and seven oxen stolen.
And one night we were told that several hundred warriors were only three
miles off. The next morning a party of Americans passed us on their way to
chastise them for the injuries lately done, and some of our men soon after
heard shooting and firing of arms. The same evening we heard that several
Indians had been killed . This was near Bear River, the next large stream north
of the north branch of the American Fork of the Sacramento. I must however
say in behalf of the Indians that much provacation has been given them, A
treaty of peace has lately been made with them and I do think they will not
be the first to trample on its provisions. I had the pleasure of seeing the principal chief carrying it about to show to the \iVhites. He was accompanied by
three or four other Indians, bearing white flags.
The labor of mining is quite as hard as I expected it to be and success not
so certain. The most difficult part of the work is prospecting and exploring.
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And it is expensive and tedious in the extreme. I have had a share of it and
shall be very glad if I have to do nothing more in that way. Prospecting is
necessary when a man has no diggings and in some cases if he has not good
diggings. I suppose you hear the most extravagent accounts of some places in
this country where pounds of gold is taken out in pans. \iV e are tantalized in
this way by reports. And the thing is spoken of as a sort of secret which gives
an additional charm and interest. Several times we heard of exceedingly rich
places and it was said a man had only to be there to make a fortune in a few
days; tho there was some almost unsurmountable obstacle in the way. At one
time it was the hostile Indians, at another, mountains which could hardly be
crossed, then it was water and last of all, snow. The great object of interest
lately has been a gold lake, said to be about two days travel from where I am
at present. The most feverish anxiety has prevailed respecting it; tho I must
inform you that I have not been much moved myself. What truth there is in
the statements we have heard, I know not. The great difficulty has hitherto
been in supposing a whole neighborhood rich merely because a place three
yeards square has turned out so. As soon as we supposed the rains were over
we started for the summer diggings and selected the head waters of the
middle fork of the American. This was done because (as everybody said)
the country there was lmo"\vn to be very rich, one place especially, called the
Big Canyon, \vas said to be worth any sacrifice to make a claim in. ~Then "\Ve
got here, we said this is the place and were glad when the place for future
operations had been reached. We had a very favorable opinion of this
county, 1st. because provisions were high, almost everything being a dollar
a pound, 2nd. because there was no grass for our animals, 3fd. because the
snow was so deep that we could not ride about much, 4th. because the country was very broken and in coming up from the streams where the gold was
said to be we could make about a mile in two hours. I could give other reasons
but I forbear. Suffice it to say that we almost killed both ourselves and animals
and made less than two dollars in a month. And tho we left because the water
was too high, it was with the belief we should return, as we made some, as
we called them, valuable claims. In the Big Canyon I have mentioned I saw
one small place out of which ten men had taken out eleven hundred dollars
the day before. Yet now a shilling could hardly be obtained for the best
improved claim there and competent judges think very little of the part.
I think it rich in places. The streams are very rapid and have a great body of
water, consequently the gold is washed from all but the most secure places
and there it will perhaps be found in large quantities. One place was pointed
out to me where last fall, twenty two thousand dollars were taken out in a
short time.
I am at present at a place called Grass Valley, four miles from Deer Creek
and not a great way from Yuba. The present is my first regular digging place,
having been here five or six weeks. vVhen we came here, we were twenty
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three in company, then sixteen and now nine. Most of the time we have been
the latter number, the others were with us but a few days. These are about
average diggings and therefore we neither despond nor boast. \Ve are here
until we can do better, having had one or more of our party out prospecting
all the time. Some of our company are half mad to be off somevvhere else.
For my part I am thankful for what we are doing and for the present content.
I will give you our last week's earnings which is about an average of our
labors. iVlonday, eight men working $1p, Tues., seven men, $8o., vVed.
seven $ I 04., Thurs. seven men, $I 59., Friday, seven men, $64., Sat. Five men,
$so. This is reconing gold at $.I 6. an oz., the lowest price in the country.
friday we only washed about three hours and Saturday we quit work early
in the afternoon. Giving one share to the man who is out prospecting, we
make ten or twelve dollars a day and hope to do still better. The most I have
made in one day was $37.25 which was Thursday, the wth of June. We
throw off about three feet of the surface and find gold deposited (principally
small or fine) in clay or gravel which we wash. In digging, it is hardly ever
seen. But in order to find whether gold is in a certain place or not, a trial is
made by washing a panful of dirt. In working ground, this testing process is
frequently resorted to. And "it will pay" or "it won't pay" is the frequent
cry. vVe are working on a neck between two valleys a place where the hills
(low ones) come toward each other. vVe operate in the bed and on the sides
and we're the first persons to try and move the ground. vVe have used a quicksilver machine, a rocker, and a "long tom" as it is called, that is a trough about
twelve feet long by one and a half wide with a sheet-iron screen at one end
and having a box with two or three riffies in it, placed under. The tom is
placed on an incline where a stream of water can run thru it, the clay or
gravel is thrown in, a man stands at the lower end with a shovel, washes the
earth and throws out the stones, the sand and gold are taken together thru
the screen and lodged in the box. After a day's work, the sand is washed off
in a pan about the size and shape of a ten-quart flat milk pan. The tom is what
we have mostly used and like best. I assure you there is work and hard work
connected with all this; but I live and am stouter and better able to work
than I ever was. On the score of health, I have received much benefit. Our
working days are from seven to eleven, and from two to six.
Mr. \/\Tasley is out prospecting at present. He went with seven or eight
others who are from Mineral Point. vV. I. Tilley is one of the party. They
are on t1.1e headwaters of the Yuba, and Feather River amongst the snows and
mountams.
The gold is generally found in the bed and banks of streams as you will
have understood. In some places it is near the surface and in others some distance below. I have also seen persons work on the surface of a hill and find
it in the first six inches of soil so as to pay for washing but below that nothing
was found.
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The other day a trial took place a short distance from our camp. It was in
true California style and without expense. A sufficient number were notified
to attend . A man was accused of stealing a mule. The case \vas heard on both
sides, each party having chosen six men. The criminal was found guilty and
condemned to receive thirty lashes which were there and then inflicted by a
Jack Tar. I believe life and property are as secure here as in any other part of
the world. The present social state of society is only the necessary result of
existing causes. There is much gambling and some rowdyism. Is this to be
wondered at when moral and domestic restraints on natural, human passions
hardly exist here. For my part, I am almost surprised that matters are not
much worse. However the prevalence of profane swearing does astonish me,
though I never hear it from our party with about one exception and that
very seldom.
As to religion, I know it exists in the country for all do not throw it away
when they get here. Numbers I am satisfied still believe vvisdom to be the
principal thing and therefore seek it first. I think being in California will
religeously make a man either better or worse. He will be drove nearer to
God or further from Him. Hardly anthing belongs to a medium state. Good
or bad; rich or poor; well or ill; alive or dead. This is the way with us. I have
preached Christ in the valleys and on the mountains of this land and at every
proper opportunity. I still purpose to do so, the Lord being my helper.
A word about the climate of California of ·which you have doubtless heard
much. The climate is certainly one of its excellencies, else men could not live
and toil as they do with so little suffering. Thousands are here without even
a tent or anything for a shelter or covering and sleep on the hard ground.
vVhere in the wide world could they do so ·with impunity for six months
together?
The thermometer is now generally over So degrees in the shade at noon .
In the mornings before sunrise about so degrees. For two weeks the nights
have been much warmer than they were. Before, tho, the days were hot it
\vas difficult to keep warm with what ought to be sufficient wrapping at
almost any season. But you must bear in mind we only have a tent for a
dwelling. The rainy season closed on the 19th of April. Since then we have
had one day's rain, vis on the twelvth of May. The thermometer stood at 45
degrees in the morning. vVe had no thunder that day tho I have heard it at a
distance two or three times. \ iVe read in turns around one of our camp fires
(the rains not being heavy) the trial of Dr. \i\T ebster of Boston which we
obtained in pamphlet form. Newspapers are read here with much interest
:md we are glad to obtain one by the payment of a dollar. vVhen just arrived
I have heard them called in the streets of Sacramento, price $ 2.00 each. You
must pardon me, I have got away from the climate which I have not quite
done ·with. vVe mostly have a clear sky with bright and glowing atmosphere.
The evenings are remarkably pleasant and, like that of an old and dear friend,
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their smile is always welcome. If a person can love California for nothing
besides, he must for its peaceful and soothing evenings. The twilight is longer
than with you. Tho we have had so much dry weather, everything from the
weed you tread upon to the lofty cedar is bright, beautiful living green.
While I have been writing, a humming bird has been fluttering amongst the
flowers near the tent. It is a frequent and welcome visitor. My joys are
derived from God and His creatures that live, both animal and vegetable.
Provisions are abundant but pretty well up in price. Flour 25 ¢, pork 40;,
fresh beef 25 to 35, dried fruit 6o to 70 ¢, milk $1.00 a quart and not to be
had. Shoes that cost a dollar with you, sell for four here. Common boots $I 2,
to $20. a pair. Coffee I am told no>v sells in Sac City for 7 5¢ a lb. A scythe
and sneath cost there this summer $7 5. One man paid $ I 50 for two. This
beats you out and out. Shoe tacks, $2. a paper, deaT tapping you will perceive.
Mules and horses from one to two hundred dollars each. \iV e have a mule
that cost $ I 50 and one $ I So. A man must make something to live here. Letters
at the City cost only the regular postage, 40~~ , but if brought to the mines by
express, $2. is charged for each.
If a man hires out he gets from 8 to $ I 2 a day, tho but few do it as if a man
is steady, he can make sure of a living. You must not suppose that we live on
bread and molasses or batter cake and pork, we are proficient house!<.eepers
and live well to keep ourselves good humored. I suppose however we must
resign our commissions when we return and forget arts acquired by much
t:xperience. Some of us are excellent washerwomen, others good bakers and
so forth- till you reach the end of domestic duties. Those who desire to learn
how to batch, ought to come here. No jesting when I say we have good
taverns and first rate meals obtained at them, equal and even better than you
get on the road from Galena to Chicago, but still I would rather be at our
own camp table.
On the whole I am well satisfied that I came here and at present -vvm~ld
rather be in California than anyvvhere else on this earth. But I cannot adv1se
anyone to come, nor do I tell anyone to stay away. Let everyone be persuaded in his own mind which is the path of duty for him. Tho I may venture
to say that those who do come, ought not to do so with the expectation of
getting rich; lest they be disappointed. If a man is willing to face and try to
surmount mighty obstacles and by honest efforts take what providence may
apportion, well and good. 1\!Iy sheet is almost full and with that I must close.
I shall now expect a letter in return. Tell me some conference news and
when and where the session of fifty-one will be held. If convenient, I would
like my brother and brother-in-law on Platte to see this. Give my love to my
friends at Potosi and Linden. Tell them I often think about them and wish
still to be remembered in their prayers. Remember me to Bro. Goldthrop and
to your brother and sister and the boys and lds. Tho we have tables, I prefer
writing in the tent as the wind blows outside. I have therefore to rest my
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portfolio on my knees and write at a disadvantage but I hope you will make
all out and pardon mistakes.
M. Dinsdale
Yours affectionally,
Thermometer for the last three days; Before sunrise 57; at noon 72, AtPJ\117 2 . The weather is getting very warm, my present location being towards
the mountains.
July 4th. eve I have celebrated the event kept in remembrance this day,
by the side of "Tom". Thus I manifest my love for independence, both
personal and national, by being industrious. I sent you a sample of gold
washed out by me this day. It is a fair specimen of the kind obtained here.
A little quartz is mixed ·w ith some, one piece I sent to let you see their union.
The day was not celebrated near us or I should have attended. \ Ve are about
six miles from Nevada City, on Deer Creek and our animals are all away
at present.

THE EIVIPRESS EUGENIE AND THE
WAR IN IVIEXICO, r86r-r867
PART

By
IV. T HI~:

II

\iVI LLIAM LAWRENCE SHAW~:'

MExiCAN EMIGRES : GuTIERREz, HIDALGO AND ALMONTE

"It is a bad business . .. " 73
In the conquest of Mexico attempted by Napoleon III and Maximilian, a
cogent factor was the extent to ·which each of these two leaders relied upon
the misrepresentations and biased accounts of certain J\!Iexican emigres to be
found at Paris, Rome and Vienna. Dwelling in Europe as a result of either
expulsion or flight from Mexico, the emigres were no more than twenty in
number. Although few numerically, their influence was great in the matter
of inducing Napoleon III and Eugenie to undertake the invasion of J\!lexico.
At about the same time, the emigres through correspondence and personal
contact induced Maximilian at Miramar to consent to accept a throne in the
New \iVorld and to embark for Mexico.
The emigres intrigued not only against the Juarez Government in J\!Iexico
but also against one another in order to seek preference with Maximilian
and Napoleon. 74
·
An indication of the extent of the undue influence practised by the emigres upon Maximilian may be found in his statement that he had been brought
to Mexico with his eyes blind-folded.7 5
The exiles included Gutierrez, Hidalgo, Miramon, Almonte, Arrangoiz,
Inglesias, Mgr. Labastida and others. Of this type of individual, the London
Times stated:
"vVe now understand the origin of the whole affair. The monarchy with the Archduke Ivlaximilian for Emperor was the idea of certain Mexican refugees, members of
the reactionary or clerical party in Mexico, and particularly of Marquez and o~her
ruffians whose misdeeds have been among the principal causes of our intervention.
If Ferdinand Maximilian goes to Mexico, he will find his most active friends among
the men who have shot, tortured and robbed until E urope has lost its patience." 76

Lord Russell wrote of the emigres in I 86 3 in Paris:
"This sort of persons are notorious for their estimate of the strength of their adherents at home, and their exaggerated hopes of support, which are absolutely unfounded.
Tf foreign help were withdrawn, the sovereign established by it might be driven out by
the republicans of Mexico."77

Don Jose Maria Gutierrez de Estrada was royalist in sympathy from his
earliest years. Exiled from Mexico, Gutierrez settled in Rome where as a
man of wealth he maintained a palatial home. In I 840, he published a monarchist pamphlet, and in 1842 sought to interest Lord Aberdeen, British
*'Villiam Lawrence Shaw is a lieutenant colonel in the California (Army) National
Guard and the Chairman of the California Civil vVar Centennial Commission.
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Secretary for Foreign Affairs, in the creation of a monarchy in Mexico. 78
In I 8 so, Gutierrez met Jose Hidalgo at Rome where the latter was then
Secretary for the Mexican Legation at the Papal Court. Gutierrez won over
Hidalgo to a belief in a monarchial form of government for Mexico. 79
Eugenic said of Gutierrez that he -vvas so reactionary that if he went to
Mexico, it would seem that the Inquisition had arrived. 80 In January I 862,
Gutierrez had an audience with Napoleon and Eugenic, but failed to impress
favorably the imperial couple. 8 1 Eugenic wrote to Gutierrez in I863 and
stated by way of rebuke: "One ought not to surround oneself with old portraits and pictures .. . to live in a world which does not really exist. " 82
Jose Manuel Hidalgo y Esnaurrizar was the scion of a noble Spanish
family. His father had been a colonel in the Spanish Army in Mexico when
independence was established . In I 84 7, young Hidalgo had served in the
Mexican N ational Guard against the United States of America. After the
war ended, Hidalgo was sent to London as Secretary of Legation . Engaging
in his appearance and manners, Hidalgo was popular in diplomatic circles. 83
\ iVhile in Spain, Hidalgo had become friendly with Senora de Montijo and
her daughter Eugenia.84 In I 8 57, after he was transferred to Paris, Hidalgo
w as in a position to bring his Mexican royalist project to the attention of the
Empress Eugenie. Through her, the plan came to the notice of Napoleon. 85
At Biarritz, Hidalgo definitely intei·ested the royal couple in the plight of
)\tlexico as Hidalgo portrayed it. In September I 86 I, at Biarritz, Hidalgo
seemed to convince Napoleon that a European expeditionary force to
lVIexico would induce the Mexican population to throw off the republican
shackles and to create a monarchy. 86
Typical of the misrepresentation conveyed by Hidalgo was his statement
that the creation of a kingdom in Mexico "fundamentally was a matter of
complete indifference" to the United States of America.87
After April I862 and until the fall of Mexico City in June I863, Eugenic
daily discussed developments in Mexico with Hidalgo and the 1Vletternichs. 88
There is reason to believe that the troop reinforcements sent by Napoleon to
Mexico in January I 862 resulted from the prompting by Eugenic and
Hidalgo. 89 In any event, Hidalgo kept Gutierrez informed of all activity at
the French Court involving Mexico. 90
As the French occupation of 1\llexico became extensive, Hidalgo discussed
with Eugenic and Napoleon the candidacy of Maximilian for a crown and
Eugenic then took up with the Metternichs the availability of Maximilian as
a possible candidate. 9 1 Hidalgo sold to Eugenic a variation of the "castle in
Spain" theme. Hidalgo enthused Eugenic for the creation of a monarchy in
the Americas.
Another emigre was General JVIiguel Miramon who had gained distinction
in the war with the United States of America in I 84 7. Miramon campaigned
against Benito Juarez, and in I 8 57 had been raised to the presidency. 92 While
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President, Miramon connived with Banker J ecker for what amounted to
spurious loans to the republic through Miramon at usurious rates. 93 1\tliramon
came to Paris in I 86 I but was not received by Eugenie or Napoleon. At this
time Miramon declared that there was no 'l11onarchist party in Mexico. 94
During the Spanish-British-French intervention, Miramon landed in Mexico, but was promptly seized by the British and deported to Havana.
Colonel Juan Nepomuk Almonte fought in the vvar against the United
States of America and had been aide de camp to General Santa Anna. 95
Described as the "most active agent of the monarchical party," Almonte
came to Vera Cruz during the intervention, and actively worked for the
establishment of a monarchy under an Austrian prince. 96
Napoleon was favorably impressed with Almonte, and in January I 862,
the Emperor suggested to Metternich that Almonte be designated by Maximilian as a "special agent" to journey to 1\tlexico and there promote Maximilian's interests. 97 Gutierrez opposed the Almonte appointment, 98 and
suggested Santa Anna as a special agent for Maximilian in Mexico. This suggestion was not approved. Napoleon gave instructions to his military agents
in Mexico to support the intrigues of the Mexican refugees who were working to establish an empire under his protection. 99
Indicative of Almonte's influence is the circumstance that the Emperor
Franz-Joseph interviewed Almonte and discussed the Mexican project. 100
Francisco Arrangoiz was a Mexican who came to the attention of JVlaximilian . The archduke sent Arrandoiz to England to attempt to influence
public opinion in favor of the 1\tlexican undertaking. 101 King Leopold of
Belgium, father of the Archduchess Charlotte, at the same time gave Arrangoiz a letter of introduction to the Belgium Minister in London who in turn
arranged for an interview by Arrangoiz with Lord Palmerston, the Prime
Minister. 102 Returning to Maximilian, Arrangoiz brought back only reports
acceptable to 1\tlaximilian by way of seeming to show a favorable reaction
in England.
Gutierrez and Hidalgo together created most of Maximilian's correspondence as to Mexico. The two worthies constituted the main source of information, such as it was, obtained by Maximilian. 103 Gutierrez was addressed by
Maximilian in letters as "mon bien cher et respectable 1U. Gutienez." 104
Indicative of the misrepresentation and gross flattery extended to J\llaximilian by Gutierrez, the following statement appeared in a letter to the
Archduke from Gutierrez:
"All classes of society without distinction of sex or age, all Mexicans, wherever they
may be, on one continent or the other, call upon God for that sovereign whom he has
bestowed upon them, and no other .... Your Imperial Highness, a prince who has
already proved himself, and is so ·well known and admired in Europe for his y outhful
but profound wisdom, his high courage and purity of heart." 105

On October 3, I863, Maximilian received privately at Miramar, a Mexican deputation headed by Gutierrez. A throne in Mexico was offered to the
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Archduke. Maximilian made no definite reply, but urged the group to take
measures to obtain from the lVlexican people an expression of its will as to the
form of government which might be adopted. This hinted at a plebiscite. 106
In April I 864, Maximilian finally accepted a tender of a crown in J\ilexico.
Speaking in the French language, Gutierrez was spokesman for the Mexican
delegation . The caution and restraint inherent in 1\!Iaximilian had been weakened by the incessant flattery and misrepresentation extended by Gutierrez,
Hidalgo and Almonte. Maximilian \vas a victim of wishful thinking, and
chose to accept as true, such words of Gutierrez as: "\iV e are assured that
you have the secret of conquering all men's hearts, and excell in the rare
knowledge of the art of government." 107
Hidalgo, Gutierrez and Almonte each sought personal financial rewards
from Maximilian.108 The emigres were a paid claque to Maximilian praising
his utterances and extolling his performances. However, the exiles were
assisted by the faculty in J\ilaximilian to disregard any report or information
which was unfavorable to his ambitions.109
After taking an oath as Emperor of Mexico, Maximilian named Almonte
as one of three regents to govern in Mexico until the arrival of Maximilian.
Hidalgo became Minister of Mexico at Paris. Velasquez de Leon assumed
the task of forming a ministry corresponding to a cabinet. Gutierrez declined
to head a legation at Vienna as he preferred to work from the side lines.ll 0

V.

DrsASTER AND EvAcUATION BY NAPOLEoN's FoRCES

"llfhat a ghastly ending to it all ... " 111
Shortly following the first French landing on January 7, I 86 2, there began
a build-up of men and materiel in Mexico. Napoleon himself had ordered
reinforcements sent on January 9, I862. 11 2 After the British-Spanish withdrawal in April, General Almonte issued a manifesto on April I 7, I 862, calling on the Mexicans to have faith in French assurances and to unite their
local efforts with his to secure what he termed a proper government for
the nation. 113
The report of the defeat of French forces at Puebla on Ivlay 5, I 86 2 (Cinco
de Mayo) startled the chancelleries of the world. The news of the imperial
set-back was widely used by President Benito Juarez as propaganda and
created a great sensation at home and abroad. 114 In France, there had been a
noticeable lack of enthusiasm for the intervention in Mexico. The repulse at
Puebla caused a lull in the mounting criticism of the expedition. 115 JVlarshal
Randon, Minister of \iVar, urged that after the French arms ·w ere vindicated
in Mexico and the disgrace of Puebla had been wiped out by a great blow
( un grand coup) then all French forces should retire from Mexico.116
Marshal Elie F orey was recalled in October I 86 3, and was replaced by
General Fran<;ois Bazaine, 117 a vigorous campaigner vvho scored extensive
successes against the Mexican forces. On January I0-!2, I863, a French
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Naval Squadron bombarded Acapulco for eight hours inflicting considerable damage. 11 8 In early I865, French troops gained a hold on the Pacific
Coast towns of Mazatlan and Guamas. 11 9 In mid- I 866, the same two towns
were abandoned. 120
The strength of the Juarez elements after I864 "lay in their complete
knowledge of the country and in their ability to harass the troops of the
enemy." 12 1 Juarez inspired his army to continue the war. "He had that persistence of character which is the salvation of many a cause which looks
hopeless." 122 The French troops in their garrisons could not destroy the
republican government authority through the countryside, 123 and the European forces could not gain the confidence of the Mexican people as a whole.
The Junta which offered a crown to the Archduke JVlaximilian on April
I o, I 864, although claiming that it acted for the "great majority of the JVlexican people" actually spoke for fevver than one-tenth of the population. 12 ~
On May 2 8, I 864, the Novara, an Austrian war vessel, anchored at Vera
Cruz beyond the Fortress of San Juan de Ulloa. There was at that time no
visible welcome from the shore to lVlaximilian and Carlota. 125
The attitude of the United States of America was a gigantic factor to be
reckoned with by Napolean, Eugenic and Maximilian. The situation is perhaps best summed up by Napoleon: "The United States are quite well aware
that the new establishment in lVlexico is the work of France, and that they
cannot attack it without at once making an enemy of us." 126
The lVhrquis de lVlontholon, French Minister at \iVashington, perceived
after the close of the American Civil \Varin April I 86 5, that Napoleon must
take a firm stand against \Vashington or proceed so as not to offend the
United States in the Ivlexican matter. 127
At the end of hostilities in the American Civil \Var, the emergence of the
United States of America as victor permitted that nation to look more freely
into French aims and operations in Mexico. Indeed, even from 1\'lid-April
I 862, the United States had ignored the French-created administration in
IVlexico and refused all overtures to accredit a representative to any nonJuarez government. After the arrival of Ivlaximilian, the United States continued to refuse to send a representative to his court or to maintain any
manner of diplomatic contact. 128
During the war years I 86 I- I 86 5, the United States had been compelled
by circumstances to observe a policy of neutrality in the conflict between
France and JVlexico. The Annual Message of President Abraham Lincoln to
Congress, December 4, I 864, stressed that the United States "strictly maintained neutrality between the belligerents." 129
The sympathies of the North American nation rested with the republican
government of President Juarez. Secretary of State \iVilliam H. Seward
wrote on June 2 I, I 862, to \Villiam L. Dayton, J\!linister in Paris: "YVe do not
desire to suppress the fact that our sympathies are with Mexico ... nor do we
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in any sense, for any purpose, disapprove of her present form of government
or distrust her administration." 130
Significantly, Mr. Seward commented to Mr. Dayton in April I864:
" I remain now firm as heretofore in the opinion that the destinies of the
American continent are not to be permanently controlled by any political
arrangement that can be made in the capitols of Europe." 131
In I 86 5, Mr. Dayton declared in an official note that the American people
warmly sympathized with the Republican element in Mexico and looked
impatiently for a cessation of French intervention. 132
On January 6, I 866, a great mass meeting was held in New York City at
Cooper Institute to protest the French involvement in JVIexico and that ~f
Spain in Chile. Praise was voiced for President Andrew Johnson and I11S
attitude of opposition to Napoleon's aggrandizement. 133 Similar protest meetings were held in San Francisco and Sacramento.
In the United States Senate, James A . McDougall of California, I 86 I- I 867,
continued to introduce resolutions demanding the withdrawal of Napoleon
III from Mexico and calling on Secretary Se·w ard to arrange a date for the
evacuation of French forces. 134 ·
The viewpoint of the United States as to the French creation of a monarchy in 1\llexico was stated in a dispatch dated February 12, I866, from
Mr. Seward to the Marquis de Montholon. The Secretary of State concluded that the Maximilian throne was created against the will and opinions
of the Mexican people. The French army of invasion made the Maximilian
effort possible. A continuance of French troops in Mexico was objectionable
not only to the United States but also to the republican governments on the
American continent.135
French official circles were constantly looking for signs of any poss~ble
recognition of the Maximilian government by the United States of Amenca.
Eugenic in particular encouraged Maximilian and Carlota to neglect no
opportunity which might lead to a North American recognition of the
monarchy. In October I 864, prominence was given in the French press to
the circumstance that President Lincoln conferred with Sefior Jose Satero
Rieto, Consul of the Republic of 1Vlexico at the Port of San Francisco. The
press concluded: "This fact proves that the Federal Government has not
ceased to be in official relations with the constitutional government of
Mexico." 136
Eugenic regarded the diplomatic notes from the United States as discourteous.1 37 In I 864, the interest of Napoleon in Mexico was diminishing,
but Eugenic remained enthusiastic during that year. After October I 86?,
Eugenic wished to extricate the French forces from their predicament m
Mexico.
At the end of I 864, after twenty-four months in the country, the French
intervention had overvvhelmed by force only a part of 1\llexico. The mon-
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archy rested upon the bayonets of European troops. 138 In a nineteen months
period in I86s-I866, Maximilian could point to losses of 8,95I killed and
2,650 wounded. The contest \Vas savage. No prisoners vvere taken and no
quarter was given even to the wounded. The loss of life in local executions
exceeded the casualties in battle. 139
From I 86 5 onward, Eugenic was inclined to berate those officers who
returned from Mexico with unpleasant tidings. As a result, the Empress was
avoided by officers who had served overseas in 1Vlexico. 140
Lord Cowley wrote in January I866 that Eugenic was coldly received at
the opening of the Chambers as people felt that she was the cause of the
.Mexican debacle. 141 Metternich declared that French opinion regarded the
.Mexican venture as a "bad business. " 142
Before I 866, Napoleon had determined to withdraw from Mexico. On
August I4, I866, the Council of Empire which was the inner cabinet of
Napoleon resolved to evacuate from Mexico because of (I) fear of an open
conflict with the United States of America and ( 2) apprehension for the
future of the Bonaparte dynasty due to mounting public antagonism in
France directed to the Mexican adventure. 14 3
Eugenic complained to Metternich of Napoleon's physical decline. 144
Metternich attributed to the Empress, a statement: "I assure you that we are
going to our ruin, and that it would be best the Emperor [Napoleon] were
suddenly to disappear, for a time at least." 145
The European situation in mid-I866 was conducive to compel Napoleon
to evacuate troops from Mexico. Because of the Mexican commitment, in
I 866 Napoleon hesitated to make an armed intervention in the PrussianAustrian conflict. In later years, Napoleon regretted that he had not acted
against Prussia at that propitious time. 146 Eugenic stated in I 866, after
Sadowa, that France was not ready in Europe to act against Prussia although
opportunity offered as "Mexico had put our organization out of gear and
emptied our arsenals." 147
It is certain th at the Mexican venture over a period of five years depleted
the French arsenals and supply depots. The army was thus unprepared to
bunch an attack against the Prussians in I 866 or to take such a determined
stand in favor of Austria that hostilities might resnlt.l 48
On October 3, I 86 5, lVIaximilian signed the "Black Decree" providing for
the court-martial and execution of "Guerrilleros." 149 After the issuance of
the decree, Secretary Seward wrote on March I 4, I 866, to Senor J\!latias
Romero, JVIexican Minister in \iVashington:
"It is scarcely necessary for me to assure you that the government of the United
States deeply regrets the untimely fate which has overtaken these brave champions of
the cause of liberty and republican institutions in 1\tlexico, and fully deprecates the
practise of a system of warfare so little in consonance with the usages of enlightened
States."l SO

In I 866, Maximilian came to distrust Hidalgo, and wrote toN apoleon that
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he -vvas dissatisfied with his former favorite minister. 151 In the same year,
Maximilian appointed confidential agents in Paris and Rome to watch the
Mexican emigres. 15 2
The republican forces in Mexico over a period of six years had reached
a total strength of some 7o,ooo men in all stages of training and readiness. 153
After the withdrawal of French-Austrian-Belgian support from lVlexico by
mid- I 867, lVlaximilian's cause rapidly declined. Maximilian was captured,
tried, and executed in June I867.
The news of the execution of Maximilian reached Paris on the very day
when the prizes of the International Exposition were being distributed.
A spirit of gloom was cast over the city. 154 Eugenie was able to continue to
distribute awards and prizes, but on returning to the Tuileries, fainted and
was carried to bed. 155
At the time of the end of the Civil \ Var in North America, sentiment in
the United States was practically unanimous in favor of Juarez and hostile
to Maximilian. 156 On September I, I86s, Lieutenant General U. S. Grant
wrote to President Johnson to the effect that war against France was justified
because of the conduct of that nation in lVlexico since I 86 I. General Grant's
letter is Exhibit "B" of this writing.

VI. THE IMPACT OF EudNIE UPoN TH E EMPIRE OF FRANCE
"I had become the femme fatale ... responsible for every fault" 157
The Mexican adventure Ieduced Eugenie's popularity at home, and she
became len own as the "Spaniard." 158 It has been noted that from late I 86 5
onward, Eugenie did a volte-face and favored a withdrawal of French forces
from Mexico. The ills of Mexico caused Napoleon in the critical year I 866
to distrust the judgment of Eugenie although she was later proved correct
in her estimate of Prussia. Except for the reminder of her error of judgment
as to Mexico, Eugenie in I 866 might have been able to act to influence
Napoleon to challenge Prussia and perhaps save France and the dynasty . 1 ~ 9
Of the last five years of the Empire, Prosper Merimee wrote: "Eugeme
exists no more. There is but an Empress now. I mourn and I admire." 160
It has been said that the new generation in France after I 868 did not understand Eugenie and her delving into affairs of state. 161 Eugenie was the only
wife of a Icing in Europe who \vas admitted or initiated into public affairs.162
From I 867 onward, Eugenie asserted increasing authority over Napoleon.
As his physical condition and power of will seemed to grow weaker, hers
grew stronger. 163
·
Eugenie had never been able to achieve completely the position of a sovereign. In France, she seemed to be only the first lady in her own court.164
Eugenie said to Mme. Metternich: "I am not popular and yet I do all I cat!.
But they don't like me. I am a foreigner. The French never forgive then
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queens for that. Look what it cost Marie Antoinette. vVho knows what it
will cost me." 165
Unquestionably, Eugenic was an exceedingly benevolent woman.166 She
was genuinely concerned about les 'l11iserables of France, and was most charitable to the orphans, sick and the aged . Ho·wever, she was indifferent to the
incalculable distress and despair visited upon the unhappy J\ilexican people
as a result of the invasion and conquest. Eugenic was unable to grasp the
extent of the disaster and misery wrought by her and her clique upon the
Mexican populace. Her attitude was summed up in her comment: "I am not
ashamed of Mexico. I deplore it; but I do not blush for it." 167
The Empress had her moments of remorse. After the death of Maximilian
and the derangement of Carlota, Eugenic declared: "But for me, they would
be happy together at lVIiramar. People will hate me, and they will be right."
She assumed the deepest mourning in public, wept, and grevv thin and pale.168
vVhen affairs of state required that Napoleon III and Eugenic pay a visit
of state to Austria in r 867, Eugenic was greatly distressed at the need to face
Emperor Franz-Joseph, the brother of Maximilian. She deplored the prospect of confronting the mother of Maximilian.169
After the fall of the Empire and the death of Napoleon in exile in r873 at
Camden Place, Chislchurst, Eugenic seemed to adopt certain of the more
desirable traits of Napoleon and avoided his shortcomings. She displayed
good manners and forbearance towards her opponents and critics. 170 Eugenic
lived through the years of vVorld vVar I and assisted at the military hopitals
in England. She was popular and well regarded. Eugenic said of the English
men: "They are fundamentally gentlemen, no matter what their origins." 171
Eugenic had no doubts as to her rdlc as Empress, and stated: "The Second
Empire may have ended deplorably, but in nevertheless gave France long
years of prosperity and renown." 172
Of the Third Republic, Eugenic declared: "One thing that I do not pardon
is her lack of grandeur, the paltry figure she cuts in foreign eyes." 173

VII. CoNCLUSION
"For a so·vereign there are no excuses, no extenuating circu'l11stances." 174
It has been said that the Mexican war was the greatest blot on the record
of Napoleon IIIY 5 Eugenic was always closely associated with the Mexican
adventure in French public opinion. 176 The Mexican scheme had with the
Empress, a "fatal persistency. She led it on to the consummation which
became identified with her ruin."li7 The expedition to Mexico which began
as a small undertaking eventually became like a cancer that drained the·
treasury, consumed the troops, and emptied the arsenals and depots. The
costs were stupendous. The final result was a diminishment of the prestige of
the Emperor and of Eugenic. 178
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After the French evacuation of JVlexico, Napoleon in summing up the
causes of failure stated:
"If the vVashington cabinet had sided with us instead of showing itself neutral or
actually helping Juarez, the result of the Mexican expedition would have been quite
different." t 79

The rejoinder of John Bigelow, Minister to France, in response to Napoleon's summation was: "Of course, if the United States had not been the
United States what the Emperor wished for might have happened." 180
In the opinion of this writer, Napoleon's defeat in JVlexico \vas due to ( r)
the heroic resistance of the Mexican Juarez forces and the rejection of Maximilian by the Mexican populace; ( 2) the antagonism of the United States of
America to the Mexican invasion and the mounting pressure under President
Andrew Johnson brought to bear upon Napoleon to withdraw from Mexico
and ( 3) the distrust and resentment of the French people for the entire
Mexican project.
Emilio Castelar, a Spaniard, declared after the triumph of Juarez and the
restoration of constitutional republican government in Mexico:
"There was nothing worthy or honorable in the expedition to Mexico, neither in its
preparation nor its end nor in any of the persons who took part in it; what was very
great and very honorable was the opposition that fought and overcame it ... the faith and
strength of the Mexican people, and the imposing dignity and iron will of Juarez." 18 1
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74· Corti, op. cit., p. 2 32.
75. I bid at 582, citing DeBuffin, Baron, La Tragedie Mexicaine, I 57
76. London Ti111es, May 27, I862.
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I s6 . R einhardt, op. cit., P· 24 7.
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fault and every misfortune; and legend always gets the better of history."
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174- I bid, p. 8. This is a statement attributed by Eugenic to Napoleon in exile at
Chislehurst.
I75· Sergeant, op. cit., p. 305.
I 76. Barschak, op. cit., P· I s8.
I 77. Sen court, op. cit., p. I 63.
I78. Aubry, op. cit., p. I76.
179· Fleury, op. cit., p. Io8.
I8o. Ibid, p. 109.
I8r. Roeder, Ralph, Juatez and His Mexico (Viking, N.Y., I947 ), p. 68r.
NoTE BENE: Effective March 6, I963, by concurrent resolution the Legislature of
California has instructed the California Civil 'iVar Centennial Commission to commemorate the restoration of constitutional government in the Republic of Mexico consequent upon the withdrawal of the Imperial Forces of Napoleon III and the overthrow
of the regime of Archduke Maximilian: ACR No. 32, Stats. I963, ch. 36, pp. 4728 -29.
EXHIBIT "B"

Galena, Illinois
September I, I 86 5

His Excellency A. Johnson,
President:
Seven weeks' absence from 'iVashington and free intercourse with all parties and
classes of people has convinced me that there is but one opinion as to the duty of the
United States toward Mexico, or rather the usurpers in that country. All agree that,
besides a yielding of the long-proclaimed 1\llonroe doctrine, non-intervention in Mexican affairs will lead to an expensive and bloody war hereafter or a yielding of territory
now possessed by us. To let the Empire of Maximilian be established on our frontier is
to permit an enemy to establish himself who will require a large standing army to
watch. Military stations will be at points remote from supplies, and therefore expensive
to keep. The trade of an empire will be lost to our commerce, and Americans, instead
of being the most favored people of the world throughout the length and breadth of
this continent, will be scoffed and laughed at by their adjoining neighbors both north
and south- the people of the British Provinces and Mexico. Previous communications
have given my views on our duty in the matter here spoken of, so that it is not necessar y that I should treat the subject at any length now. Conversations with you have
convinced me that you think about it as I do, otherwise I should never have taken the
· liberty of w riting i~1 this manner. I have had the opportunity of mingling more intimately with all classes of the community than the Executive can possibly have, and my
object is to give you the benefit of what I have heard expressed. I would have no
hesitation in recommending that notice be given the French that foreign troops must
be withdrawn from the continent, and the people left free to govern themselves in their
own way. I would openly sell on credit to the Government of 1\llexico all the ammunition and clothing they want, and aid them with officers to command troops. In fine, I
would take such measures as would secure the supremacy of the republican government
in Mexico. I hope you will excuse me for the free manner in which I address y ou .
I but speak my honest convictions, and then with the full belief that a terrible strife in
this country is to be averted by prompt action in this matter with Mexico.
U.S. Grant,
Lieutenant-General.
Tbe lVa1' of tbe Rebellion: A Compilation of tbe Official R ecoTds of tbe Union and
Confedetate ATmies, ser. I, vol. 48, part 2, p. I 22 r.

LUNTEJ\1PORARY BIOGRAPHY
FRANK M. STANGER

By

REGINALD R. STUART

Francis Merriman Stanger was born on a Port Huron farm in lVlichigan very
early in the morning of the day after Christmas, in I 887. He \vas the eldest in
a family of six children. His first name was in part for an uncle, Frank
Lincoln, a distant relative of the President, and in part for Francis Asbury
whose portrait hung in his parents' parlor. (Our subject suggested modestly
that this name was, no doubt, an unfulfilled ambition on the part of his
parents.) The Merriman was for a Scotch relative of his father.
In I 896, about the time that vVilliam Jennings Bryan was organizing his
legions for a move on the White House, the Stanger family migrated to
South Dakota. Here the elder Stanger "took-up" a homestead near vVessington Springs. It is this writer's opinion, formed from gruelling experience in
nearby territory, that there are few situations which seem more hopeless and
depressing than a howling nor'wester during a typical mid-western winter.
The weather was particularly wearing on the mother of the family. In
mid-summer of their eighth year there, the doctor ordered the Stangers "to
get out of the section" before another winter.
By fall the farm and crops had been sold, and the family took off by
caravan for a milder climate. The company consisted of two rigs: the family
surrey now converted into a sleeper for the parents and the three girls, while
the three boys with Frank as pilot of the mules followed in an "honest-togoodness" prairie schooner carrying the household goods.
As they journeyed southward, the winter closed in behind them. It caught
the caravan at Liberal, Kansas, but even so, the Stangers celebrated Christmas
in a tent on the Oklahoma Strip. At Tucumcari, New Mexico, the "tribe"
went into winter quarters and by spring vvere ready to turn north again for
Colorado.
A year was spent in Canyon City, with the mother's health greatly improved. Nevertheless, they had grown extremely weary with wagon-camping
stuff, so the traveling gear was sold and the family proceeded by train to
southern California.
During the years which followed, Frank worked at many jobs: fannin&·,
clerking in a store, tramping the area as a book agent, and teaching. Th1s
latter employment he liked best. Generally speaking, it proved to be mm~e
dependable and remunerative. Interspersed among these various jobs was lus
educational training. Finally, as a culmination of several years of intensive
study and interludes for financial recoupment, came the following degrees
and honors: A .B. from the University of South Dakota; "Doctor en Historia," Universidad 1\llayor de San Marcos, Lima, Peru; and then his A .M.
and Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley.
Employment during these years and later included teaching at the "vVes-
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sington Springs Seminary" in South Dakota for two years; principal of high
and elementary schools, Bradley, South Dakota, for three years; educational
work under the Methodist Board ofF oreign Missions, Lima, Peru, five years;
teacher, Burlingame High School, nvo years; and as instructor and other
educational work at the College of San Mateo for twenty-eight years. Since
achieving Emeritus status in I 9 55, Dr. Stanger has been busier than ever.
He was the Founder and is present Director of San J\llateo County HistoricallVJuseum and the Editor of La Peninsula, which is the house organ and
journal of the San Mateo Historical Association. In I 9 58 he was elected Vicepresident of the Conference of California Historical Societies. The following
year he became President of the organization.
A few of his many literary contributions are: "Church and State in Peru,"
Hispanic American Historical Review, November, I927; "National Origins
in Central America," Hisp . Amer. Hist. Rev., February, I932i "A California
Rancho Under Three Flags," California Historical Society QuarteTly, September, I943i and "Letters of an Artist in the Gold Rush," Calif. Hist. Soc.
Quart. , September, I 94 3; also, " 'The Hespice' of 'Mission San Mateo',"
Calif. Hist. Soc. Quart., September, I944·
At the same time, Dr. Stanger has authored four books of outstanding
importance to his county and the vVest:
History of San Mateo County, San Mateo, I938; Peninsula Community
Book, San Mateo, I946; Off fo r California: LetteTS, Log and Sketches of
lVm. H. Dougal, Oakland, I 949 (Biobooks); and South From San Francisco,
San J\llateo, I963. This latter publication is unquestionably the most popular
regional history which has been produced in California.
It vvas due to Dr. Stanger's tireless efforts that the San J\llateo County J\IJu~eum is now firmly and permanently housed in the new plant of the College
of San J\IIateo.
Perhaps one way to judge the integrity of an individual is to meet his
family.
Frank Stanger has been married (continuously) to his teen-age sweetheart
since I 9 I 3· He has three sons: Everett \ iV., a managing mortician; Robert C.,
an engineer, salesman, and builder; and Richard L., an educator (presently
principal of a high school under U. S. Trust Territories, Saipan, Mariana
Islands). There are seven grandchildren . Dr. Stanger is a Methodist and a
Mason.
Most biographers would be satisfied if they could summarize the traits of
their subject with these three attributes : Integrity, genuineness, constancy.
To these, this writer must add a fourth: modesty. Frank Merriman Stanger
exemplifies them all.

EDITORIALS
CALIFORNIA HISTORY FOUNDATION
New Annual Sponsors
George Chalfant, Ukiah

R ev. Don M. Chase, Jackson

Mrs. B. H . Risdon, Glen Ellen

JEDEDIAH SlVIITH SOCIETY
New Memb ers
Louise J. Bennett, Acampo
Ralph L. i'vlilhken, Los Banos
Ruth M. /Vlurgatroyd, G len E llen
lvlrs. Bernice Gibson, Yuba City
Agnes Adu R1ddle, 1\ll edford, Oregon
Stanley E. Jorgensen, Pleasanton
Virginia Leslie Struhsaker, Stockton
Mrs. \ Vm. L. McMillen, \Vilmington
Rob ert Stuart Vogt, Pleasanton

THE HISTORY INSTITUTE
The I 7th Annual Institute of the California History Foundation, with well
over 200 participating, proved to be enjoyable, inspiring, and unique in ~ev
eral particulars. There vvas a fine spirit of camaraderie among the vanous
organizations cooperating. The theme, Lessons of History, was repeatedly
.
emphasized by the speakers.
The Spring Meeting, Board of Directors, Conference of California Hl~
torical Societies, met at I o: oo a.m. on April 3rd in place of 9: I 5 p.m. Th1s
proved to be a welcome innovation, doing away with the customary long
night session.
The Sponsors of the California History Foundation voted to establish a
half-dozen working committees, as follows: (I) Landmarks and Research,
( 2) Book Accessions, ( 3) Program, ( 4) Historical Tours, ( 5) Publications,
and ( 6) Mountain Men-the latter to cooperate with Jedediah Smith Society.
At the Annual Banquet, Professor Corwin R. Mocine of the University of
California, aptly expressed the modern trend in Community Planning by
answering in the negative the question raised by his address: J\IIust Redevelopment Destroy the Historic Roots of Our Cities?
Probably no other review of Dale Morgan's recent book, Th e Papers of
William H. Ashley, has been more thorough and scholarly than Glenn Price's
address at the Jedediah Smith Society Breakfast.
The Reverend Arthur vV. Swann, Director of Libraries, at University of
the Pacific, \vas elected president of the Society, and Harvey Scudder, vet-eran Stockton printer, will serve as vice-president.
The Political Traditions in California were excellently enumerated by
Doctors Mcintosh, Baur, and Grivas. It was noticed, incidentally, that though
one represented the non-partisan contributions, another the Republican, and
the third the Democratic Party, the three speakers were all of the same
general physical build, symbolizing, we thought, that whatever differences of
opinion they might hold were purely superficial.
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The speaker for the Annual Foundation Luncheon, Frederick G. Styles,
Chief of Advance Planning Section, State Office of Planning, gave a master[ul address on San Francisco Bay - Problems and P1·ospects. It was clear,
clean-cut, and logical. It sounded as though it had just come from the State
Planning Commission. Ho·wever, little or nothing was said about personal
and community prejudices and jealousies. Within a few days the mayors of
contiguous municipalities were to meet in an effort to keep the State's planners out of the picture. The final word has not been spoken, but the urgency
and immediacy of the problem are obvious.
The conducted tour of the Pioneer Museum under Director Kastner, and
the delicious tea through the courtesy of the Junior vVomen's Group was as
lovely as usual.
Each year a few changes become evident and are taken into consideration
in the planning for the next Institute. Actually, the dates have been fixed for
next year's program. It will be held the weekend following Easter-April
23and24Finally, we are under everlasting obligations to presiding officers, to ministers, to the registrar, to the hostesses, to the ladies who arranged the beautiful flowers, and those who planned, prepared, and served the delicious food,
to Ivy and James Cooper, the Bell Ringers, and finally to Lawton Kennedy
·whose exquisite programs will always help to preserve the memory of this
fine Institute.

THE ANNUAL MEETING
CoNFERENCE oF CALIFORNIA HisTORICAL SociETIEs
U.S. GRANT HoTEL, SAN DIEGo- JuNE r8-2o, 1964
Program Chairman, Dick Bailey, is getting together a varied and informative
program which will include such topics as "Selective Geographic Factors in
California History," "George Derby, the Veritable Squibob," and "Indians
of Southern California."
The popular breakfast round tables will be held again this year and the
panels w ill discuss subjects such as History Projects, Society Publications,
the Junior Historian Movement, Museum \iVorkshop Techniques, and
Proposition I.
There will be a meeting of the State History Commission on Thursday,
June r8, and that same evening there will be a dinner meeting of the Conference Board of Directors.
The Serra Museum will be the site of the reception at 8:oo o'clock p.m.
Thursday. It will be sponsored by the Native Sons and Daughters of the
Golden \ Nest.
\ iVith the exception of the annual banquet, all other sessions will be at headquarters in the U. S. Grant Hotel. The annual banquet, aboard the Star of
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India, will be Friday evening, and will be preceded by conducted tours of
that old, restored sailing vessel.
This year there will be a reversal in the order of the program. The annual
business meeting will be held Friday afternoon, and the field trip will be
conducted Saturday afternoon.
The San Diego Historical Society and the Cabrillo Historical Association
are co-hosts to the Conference. Special events of the meeting are listed in
The History Calendar on the back of this Quarterly Bulletin.

Continued from page 59
dioxide grew to contain nearly the same proportion of heavy to ordinary
carbon as the atmosphere. Upon this fact the transmission of the message
depends.
To ·write the message, a Viking chopped down the tree and burned it.
The charcoal, no longer living was unable to treat its atoms in so cavalier a
fashion as the tree. The C 14 atoms began to encode the message.
Unlike ordinary carbon atoms, cu atoms are unstable; they are radioactive, they explode. They explode without rhyme or rhythm, completely
without reference to the time of their creation, completely oblivious of their
surroundings. It is, so far as we kno"\v, completely impossible to know when
a C 14 atom will explode. In fact if such knowledge were possible the very
foundation stone of modern physics, Heisenberg's Uncertainty Principle,
would have to be given up. There is not a woman in the world as unpredictable as a C 1 4 atom - or for that matter, any radioactive atom. From this stems
our certainty of the date of the death of the tree.
Though we do not have the slightest foreknowledge of the death rate of
any one cu atom, we do know that in any very large sample of these atoms
the death rate is such that almost exactly half of them will have exploded in
5,568 ± 30 years. Moreover measurements show that in an ounce of "brand
new" charcoal there are enough C 14 atoms so that on the average 42 8 of them
will explode each second. Of course, the individual explosions being random,
it may happen that in one particular second 37 I atoms may explode, while
in the next second perhaps 502 may die, but the average rate is 428 per second.
Because the individual explosions are completely random it may be shown
mathematically (and verified experimentally) that deviations from the average of 428 are usually quite small.
Now charcoal that is 5,568 years old has only half its cu atoms left so an
ounce of it can muster only an average 2 I4 explosions per second. An ounce
of I I, I 36-year-old charcoal can manage an average of only I 07 explosions
per second. Nothing that happens to the carbon of the charcoal changes these
figures an iota. From complete ignorance of the time of any particular atom's
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death, the scientist as atomic actuary derives a near certain knowledge of the
death rate of many millions of atoms.
And this brings us to the end of the tale. The carbon dioxide from the charcoal from L'Anse au Meadow managed just enough C 14 explosions over a
number of hours to show that its C 14 death rate per second was that expected
for 96o-year-old charcoal. Scandinavian descendants of Karlsefni's colonists
can now substantiate their many claims to Canadian citizenship.
Determinations made on other, formerly living, caches of atmospheric
carbon have dated the last glacial epoch at about I I ,ooo years ago, have
shown that men ·w ere living in western North America I 3,ooo years ago,
and verified that the Dead Sea Scrolls are about 2 ,ooo years old. Because of
the possibility that the cosmic ray intensity may have altered in the past it
has been important to test the method on objects of known age. It has been
found accurate to ± 200 years on materials 5,ooo years old and can probably
be used to date objects as old as 5o,ooo years with comparable accuracy.
For older objects there are other methods available, such as the radioactive
potassium - argon dating method which has been used to date the tool making
primate of Olduvai Gorge, Tanganyika, at r 75,ooo years before the present.
Because of the radiocarbon supplied to the atmosphere by nuclear testing,
C 1 4 dating ·will not be very useful for future historians vvho wish to date
objects from our era. In fact this added radiocarbon has already created
added difficulties for the radiocarbon dater.

INDIAN AND ESKIIVIO ARTIFACTS
OF NORTH AIV1ERICA
Not infrequently the scholars with the greatest learning make indifferent
teachers, and students with voluminous notes produce uninspired writings.
Exceptions and variations appear to be so urgent to the possessor, that the
main theme of the lecture or · treatise is almost hidden by the numerous
exclusions.
All this, by way of contrast, leads up to a charming and beautifully printed
book which recently has come to our attention: Indian and Eskimo A rtifacts
of North America. The book is written by Charles Miles of Oakland, California; carries a Foreword by Frederick J. Dockstader, Director of the Heye
Foundation's J\!luseum of the American Indian, and is published by the Henry
Regnery Company of Chicago.
It is not so profound that it frightens the hobbyist and it is sufficiently
comprehensive to prove a joy to the serious student of archeology and anthr~
pology. The book is profusely illustrated with photographs of actual amfacts, many of which are in the extensive collection of the author.
.
Charles Miles has had a varied career as commercial artist, journalist, hlstorian, and high school teacher. His first and foremost interest has been a
fascination for the Indian's way of life, induced, no doubt, by the fact that
his boyhood home was built on the site of an Indian village in the State of
vVashington.
It is just the book for the confused amateur who hopes to identify treasured artifacts, or parts of artifacts, in his O\vn collection. It has been called
"an illustrated catalog of the artifacts of aboriginal America."
The book is divided into functional categories such as Food, Homes and
Housekeeping, lVIanufacturing, Clothing, Personal Adornment, Ceremony
and Religion, Art, Music, Toys, Games and Sports, Smoking, Travel, and
Combat.
As a handbook, it is well made to stand excessive usage. The price, $2 5.oo,
is reasonable for the information and assistance it vvill render. Your copy of
Indian and Eskimo Artifacts of North America will prove to be one of the
most useful and prized volumes in your library.
R.R.S.
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HlSTOKlCAL DOVE 1 AlLING ''·~
By I. N.

"JAcK" BRoTHERTON

It was with considerable interest that I read the letters of Harriett Steele in
the February issue of the Pacific Historian. In her letter of !\!larch 29, I 8 53,
written in Utah Valley, she mentions a "Frederick 1\llanerka," a German,
with whom they cast their lot on the balance of their overland journey to
California. Again, in her letter from Prairie City on August 28, I853, she
mentions their having joined company with a "Mr. Manecke" w hen they left
the Salt Lake country. Her phonetic spelling was an effort to get his name
"Meinecke" on paper. Fred Meinecke was a pioneer of San Joaquin and Stanislaus Counties. Tinkham, in his Stanislaus County History, recites the history of this early pioneer in conjunction with that of his son, Edward, who
was still alive in I92 I when the book was published.
In my letter to Lucille \ iVirth on Aprif I4, I962, I traced the history of
the Burnham and Hillyer Ferry on the Stanislaus River from its inception in
I 864 until its probable discontinuance in I 879. It was during the period from
I 866 to I 869 that Frederick Meinecke operated this ferry, first as an individual and then in partnership with C. E . Taylor. Thus the ferry, during its
short life of I 5 years was known variously as "Burnham & Hillyer's," "J\!leinecke's" and "Taylor's." In Frickstad's book on California post offices I find
that there \vas a post office, located on the San Joaquin County side of the
river known as "Meincke." It was in official existence from November 26,
I866, until August 26, I872.
Tinkham relates the story of Frederick 1\lleinecke much as Mrs. Steele's
letters indicate, though he makes no mention of Meinecke's having teamed up
with anyone on his second trek to California. Tinkham does, however, give
us the following biographical sketch of Frederick Meinecke that may be
of interest.
He was born in Hanover, Germany, on April 28, I823. His father, Frederick, Sr., served at the Battle of vVaterloo as a First Lieutenant in the Prussian Army. Frederick, Jr., came overland to California from \ iVisconsin in
I 849 in company with 65 others, arriving at Hangtown in October of the
same year. He mined the North Fork of the Calaveras and with his partner
discovered O'Neil's Bar. In I85o he located on the Calaveras River near
Stockton and engaged in freighting to the mining camps. Returning east via
Nicaragua in I8p he bought I 5o milk cows in vVisconsin for $ I4 to $ I8
each. In I 8 53 he drove them across the plains and wintered at Salt Lake City.
(At this point Tinkham and 1\llrs. Steele are in agreement.) Arriving in California in the spring of I 8 54 he sold the cows for $100 to $I so each. He stayed
a short while in Liberty (San Joaquin County) then operated a meat market
in Georgetmvn. He then moved to Murphy's where he had a dairy until
I 8 58, when he returned to Germany and married Sophia Hayssen. On his
return to California with his bride, he operated the ferry on the Stanislaus.
*From a personal letter to Dr. R. Coke V I ood.
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After relinquishing his franchise for the ferry in I 869 he purchased a ranch,
eventually of 8oo acres, about six miles south of Oakdale. He was a member
of Morning Star Lodge No. 68, F. & A. M., Stockton. (My copy of the
Proceedings of the Grand Lodge for the year I 884 shows Frederick Meinecke as a Master Mason of San Joaquin Lodge No. I9.) He died February I 8,
r 907, at the age of 84 years.
It is the little bits of information, gathered from all the various sources,
that make a job of research interesting. Had I not previously researched the
old ferry history I would have given no further thought to Mrs. Steele's
reference to "Jvlanerka" or " JVlanacke" and would have thus lost a golden
opportunity to tie down one more little area of our country's history.

JEUEUlAH SMlTH l:HHLlUGKA.PH Y
(Continued from August, 1963 )
D EVOTO, BERNARD. Across the vVide Missou1·i, Cambridge, I947· Passim. See Index.
Excellent and extensive discussion of the fur trade and western explorations and
of Smith 's part in it. 1\tleticulous scholarship, but highly interesting.
ELDRIDGE, Z. S. Beginni11gs of San Francisco, San Francisco, I912, Vol. I, pp . 249-250.
Brief treatment of Smith's first Calif. trip. Serious error as to return trip route.
ELDRIDGE, Z. S. HistoTy of CalifoTnia, New York, I9I 5, Vol. II, pp. 3 I8-p I, 433· Treatment of Smith in Calif.; relations with lVlcLoughlin in Oregon; Umpqua disaster.
DwiGHT, BENJAMIN. The History of the Descendants of Elde1· John Strm1g, of Northha'lllpton, Mass., Albany, I871, pp. I9, 769-772, 858, 892-893. Jedediah Smith's
maternal ancestry. Revised and extended in Amzual Pbls. of Hist . Soc. of So. Calif.,
I926, Vol. XIII, Part 3, pp. 3 I I -314·
EvARTS, HAL. G. ]edediah Smith, Trailblazer of the vVest, New York, I9)8. Account of
Smith for juvenile readers. I92 pages.
FARISH, T. E. Histo1"')' of ATizona, Phoenix, I9I), Vol. I, pp. 94, 98, 99· Briefly covers
Smith's California travels, touches on Arizona (first entry by a white man from
the north), and death of Smith.
FARNHAM, T.]. Travels, Vol. I, in Thwaites: Early vVestern Travels, Vol. XXVIII, PP·
9, I IJ· Tells of Smith's contributions to geographic knowledge of the northwest.
FE1uus, W. A. Life in the Ro cky Mountains - A Diary, Denver, I940. Covers years
I83o-I835 in life of a trapper who knew the fur country and trappers well.
FLETCHER, F. N. Early Nevada - PeTiod of ExploTation, R eno, I929. Three pages on
Smith, not entirely accurate.
FLETCHER, F. N. "Eastbound Route of Jedediah S. Smith, I827," in Calif. Hist. So c.
Quarte1·ly, January, I924, Vol. II, pp. 344-349. Careful discussion of Smith's route,
opposing the view set forth by C. H. Merriam (see Merriam) that Smith followed
the American River in crossing the Sierra.
FLoWER, ENoLA. A Child's Histor y of California, Sacramento, I949· Nine pages on
Smith in California.
FR!GNET, E. La Californie, Paris, I86s and I867, PP· s8-6o. Includes brief discussion of
Smith's relations with officials of the Mexican government; gives French translation of the Duran letter.
FRosT, DoNALD McKAY. Notes on GeneTal Ashley, The OveTland Trail and South Pass,
Barre, Mass., I96o. Reprinted from Proceedings of the American AntiquaTian Soc.
for I944, Vol. 54, Part 2. (See also Ashley in Printed Primary Sources.) This
presents a good survey of Ashley's fur eiiterprise and Smith i·eceives frequent
mention. Letters of Daniel T. Potts, colleague of Smith in Ashley's employ, are
given in full; and 89 newspaper accounts of the fur business in the Rockies are
quoted, some at great length. Excellent map of V\Test, sho·wing Smith routes.
GABRIEL, R. H . Lure of the Frontier, Pagea'l1t of AmeTica SeTies, Vol. 2, I929, p. 2 r9.
Very brief discussion of JSS.
GALLATI N, A. "Synopsis of the Indian Tribes YVithin the United States East of the
Rocky Mountains and in the British and Russian Possessions of North America."
In A1i1erican Antiquarian Society, Transactions and Collections, Cambridge, I836,
Vol. II, pp. I4o, I4I and map opposite 265. Relates that JSS explored south and
west of Great Salt Lake. The map was based on map and routes by Ashley.
Explorations of JSS are summarized. Of great interest because so contemporary.
GARRARD, LEWIS H . vVah-to-yah and the Taos Trail. First publish ed in I8)0. Reprinted
by Univ. of Okla. Press, I955· After Smith's time, but ranks with Ruxton as a
picturing of the Mountain Men.
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GAsToN, J. Centennial History of Oregon, Chicago, 1912, Vol. I, pp. 53-55. Refers to
activities of JSS amo ng the Flathead Indians in 1824-1825. Gives an inaccurate
description of JSS in California. Umpqua incident and relations to McLoughlin
given in some detail.
GoDDARD, P. E. "Life and Culture of Hupa," in Univ. of Calif. publications, American
Archeology and Ethnology, Berkeley, I903-1904. Vol. I, pp. 8 and 9 indicates
route of JSS from the Sacramento Valley to the coast, 1828. vVrongly connects
JSS ·with Hudson's Bay men.
GooDWIN, C. The Establislmzem of State Govern'l!lent in Califomia, New York, 1914.
p. 6, mentions Smith in California.
GooDWIN, c. The Trans-Mississippi vVest, z803-18S9, New York, 1922, PP· !26-!28.
Smith's activities among the Flathead Indians, r 824-182 5; formation of SmithJackson-Sublette firm; Smith's trips to California and his death.
GRAY, W. H . History of Oregon, 1792-1849, Portland, 187o, pp. 38-39, 126-128 and
~06-209. <fuotes Gustavus Hines regarding the Umpqua matter; blames British;
maccuracws.
GREENHOW, R. The History of Oregon and California and Other Tenitoties on the
Northwest Coast of North America, Boston, 1844, pp. 357-358. Account of the
fur traders and brief mention of JSS and his travels.
GREENHow, R. "Memoir, Historical and Political on the Northwest Coast of North
America and Adjacent Territories." In Senate Executive Document, 26th Congress, 1st Sess., Doc. 174, p. 195. Describes first wagon train to the Rockies.
GuiNN, J. iVI. "Jedediah Smith, Pioneer of the Overland Trail." In Guinn's History of
California m1d BiogTaphical Records of the San Jo aquin Valley, California, Chicago, 1905, pp. 89-91. Also in Sacramento Vrtlley, 1906, pp. 89-91. Short account of
JSS in California; discussion of his routes.
GmNN, J. J\!I. "Captain Jedediah S. Smith, The Pathfinder of the Sierras." In Hist. Soc.
of So. Calif. Annual Publs., 1896, Vol. III, Part 4, pp. 45-54. Brief story of California explorations of JSS.
HANNA, P. T. "California's Debt to Jedediah S. Smith." In Touring Topics, Los Angeles,
September, 1926, pp. 24-25 and 36-37. Explorations by JSS summarized. Travels
show n on a map.
HARPER's ENCYCLOPEDIA OF U.S. HISTORY, New York and London, 1912, Vol. VIII.
Good short account of Smith.
HAFEN, LEROY R., and GHENT, \V. J. BJ"Oken Haud; the life st01"J' of Thomas Fitzpatrick, Denver, 1931.
HEBARD, G . R . The PathbteakeTs from Rh•e1· to Ocean, Lincoln, 1923, pp. 6r, 62, 67
and 81. Elementary account of career of JSS.
HEBARD, J. R. and BRINNINSTOOL, E. A. The Boze'lllan Trail, Cleveland, 1922, Vol. I,
pp. p, 34-39 and 40. Gives text of Ashley's advertisement in r822 for men for the
fur trade and brief comments on Smith's various activities.
HILL, Jos. J. "Ewing Young in the Fur Trade in the Far Southwest, r822-1834." In
Quarterly of the Ore. Hist. Soc., March, 192 3, Vol. XXIV, pp. 5 and 28. Hill connects Smith with routes to California, the fur trade and the commerce with
Santa Fe.
HILL, JosEPH J. History of vVar11eT's Ranch, Los Angeles, 1927. Contains Warner's
recollections of JSS's death; vVarner was with Smith on the Santa Fe trip.
Erroneous as to the date of Smith's explorations in California.
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HINES, G. Oregon-Its Histo1· y, Buffalo, 1851, p. 408 . Contains material on the Umpqua disaster. Not entirely accurate.
HINES, GusTAVUS. Voyage Around the vVoTld with a Histor y of the Oregon Mission,
Buffalo, I85o, pp. I IO-I I 2. Reports JSS in Oregon: Umpqua, Vancouver, kindness of McLoughlin to JSS.
HrrTELL, T. H . HistoTy of California, San Francisco, 1897, Vol. II, pp . 100-I04, 3I2 .
Smith's relationship to American beginnings in Calif.; Mexican and U. S. diplomatic problems occasioned by Smith's visit; report that Smith found gold in Calif.
HoLMAN, F. V. Doctor John McLoughlin, Cleveland , I907, pp. 33-38, 74- Gives an
account of McLoughlin's character; instances his dealings ·with JSS.
HoNIG, Louis 0. James Bridger, Pathfinder of the TVest, Kansas City, I95 I. Bridger was
a coll eague of JSS in the employ of Ashley.
Home: Lieutenant Samuel Smith, His Children aud One Line of Descendmits and
Related Families, New Haven, I953· Genealogy of JSS.
HoRNER,]. B. Short History of 0Tegon, Portland, I924, pp. 47-48. Brief discussion of
JSS in California. Fuller discussion of JSS in Oregon.
HouGHTON, E . P. D. The Expedition of the Donner Party, Los Angeles, 1920, p. I04·
Relates that John Turner, one of Smith's men, later helped rescue Donner Party.
HowARD, RoBERT \ iVEsT. This Is the vVest, New York, I957· Chapter by Reginald R.
Stuart on Jedediah Smith. Excellent brief account of JSS's career.
HULBERT, ALBERT B. vVheTe Rolls the Oregon, Denver, I933· Prints Smith's letter of
October 29, 1830, to the Sec. of \ iVar, telling of his trip to California and of the
status of California and Oregon. Pp. 168-I75.
H uNT, F. The Merchants' Nlagazine a11d Com'lllercial Review, New York, 1840, Vol. III,
p. 2oo.
Hu NT, R. D. Califonzia and Califomians, Chicago, 1926, Vol. I (by N. V. Sanchez),
pp. 386, 401-403; Vol. II (by R. D. Hunt), pp. 5, 6, I I-18. Good discussions of
JSS in California.
HuNT, RocKWELL D. Califomia's Stately Hall of Fame, Stockton, Calif., 1950. A brief,
but accurate, chapter; gives few details of Smith.
HuNT, RocKWELL D. New California the Golden, Sacramento, 1937. School text. Gives
two pages of accurate account of Smith in California.
Hu NT, R. D. "Significant Events in the History of California." In Hist. Soc. of So. Cal~f.
Ann/. Phis., 1909-10, Vlll, p. 27. Tells of JSS leading first overland party to Calif.
h.LINOIS MAGAZINE, A lton, Ill., June, 1832 . Article entitled "Jedediah Strong Smith,"
containing eulogy of Smith ; p hotostat in Calif. Hist. Fdn. (Also quoted by Sabin ,
see below.) Error in date of Smith's birth.
l NiVlAN, H. and ConY, \ iV. F. Great Salt Lake Trail, New York, 1898, p. 255. Refers to
Smith in Utah and in California.
IRVING, vVAsHINGTON. Adventures of Captain Bonneville; reprinted numerous tin~es.
Based on the papers of both Bonneville and vVyeth , supplemented by informatwn
from the Sublettes and Robert Campbell. Irving is a sound source for the area,
although he is not a Smith source.
IRVING, vVASHINGTON. Astoria, or Anecdotes, of an Enterprise Beyond the Rocky
Nlountains. Pub. in I 836. Contains a map remarkable for its accuracy, probably
based on Bonneville's knowl edge. Story of the Astor party 's adventures; throws
accurate light on the area and the fur business.
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jAMES, T. ] . Three Yean Among Indians and Mexican, vVaterloo, Ill., 1846. Reprinted
for fvlissouri Historical Society, St. Louis, 1916. Edited with notes by W. B.
Douglas, p. 27, footnote; p. 266. Pages are as in the reprint. Brief mentions of
Smith and of one of his company, Brown.
JoHNsoN, S. V. A Short History of Oregon, Chicago, 1904, pp. 182-187. Inaccurate
account of Smith in California and Oregon.
JoNEs, DAVID RH YS. "Trails of a Trapper, Jedediah S. Smith," in Motor/and, San Francisco, for March, 193 r.
KANSAS CnY STAR, March 31, 1939; (Jedediah S. Smith) "Forgotten Pathfinder of the
~T est Started Last Adventure at Westport (Mo.)."
KELLY, CHARLES. "Jedediah Smith on the Salt Desert," in Utah Hist. QuarteTly, January, I930. Note this is prior to Sullivan's Travels of JSS, subject to checking.
KELLY, CHARLEs. "Knight in Buckskin- Jedediah Strong Smith." In California History
Nugget, February, I929, Vol. 2, No.5, pp. 84-90.
KEI.LY, CHARLEs. Salt DeseTt Trail, Salt Lake City, I93 I. Attempts to trace routes of JSS
and others through Utah. Use with care, as this was published before Sullivan's
publication of JSS journals.
LAuT, A. C. The Conquest of the Great Northwest, New York, I9o8, Vol. II, pp. 276280. Hudson's Bay Co. secure's furs from American trappers on Snake River.
LEONARD, ZENAS. Adventures of Zenas Leonard, Fur Trader, Univ. of Okla., 1959. Discussion of Smith in introduction.
LIND13ECK, A. L. "Jedediah Smith-First Class He-Man." In the 0Tegonian, February 5,
I 933· Sketch of JSS's career.
LIPPINCOTT, I. "A Century and a Half of Fur Trade at St. Louis." In vVashington Univ.
Studies, April, 1916, Vol. III, Part 2, No.2, pp. 230,231. Refers to description of
Smith, Jackson and Sublette firm in St. Louis Times, March 5, 1831. Summary of
that firm's explorations.
LooFBOUROW, LEoN L. In Search of God's Gold, San Francisco, 1950. Thirteen pages
showing Smith's importance to California.
LYMAN, H. S. History of Oregon, Nevv York, 1903, Vol. II, p. 383; Vol. III, pp. 6o-6?.
Deals chiefly with Smith in Oregon and tells of use of wagons on Oregon trarl.
McCARTHY, FRANCIS FLORENCE. Th e History of Mission San Jose, California, 1797-1835.
Fresno, 1958, pp. r85-200. One chapter on JSS at Mission San Jose.
McGAFFEY, ERNEST. "Saga of Jedediah Smith." Well written conventional story of
Smith. In National Republic, D ecember, 1931, Vol. 19, No.8, pp. 22-23.
!vlcGRoARTY, ]. S. California, Its History and Romance, Los Angeles, I9I r, pp. I66-171.
Not altogether accurate account of Smith in California.
McMASTER,]. B. H istory of the People of the United States, New York and London,
19'4, Vol. VI, pp. 107-1 08. Smith in California, Umpqua massacre and the first
wagons on the trail to the far west.
MANSFIELD,]. CARROLL. H ighlights of History - J edediah Smith . A cartoon history of
JSS. Sy ndicated in newspapers, Cleveland Plain Dealer, 193 I.
MARSHALL, W. L. Acquisition of Oregon, Seattle, 19II, Vol. I, pp. 319-322, 400,406409, 431-43 3· Useful quotations from sources.
MAXIMILIAN (Prince of 'iVied).1lavels in the Interi01· of North America. Part I. In
Thwaites, R . G., Early Western Travels, Vol. XXII, p. 250 note. Refers to JSS in
discussion of fur trade.
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MEANY, E. S. History of the State of Washington, New York, I909, pp. 57-58.
MEANY, E. S. "Two Studies in the History of the Pacific Northwest." In American
Historical Association, Annual Report ( I9o8), p. I68. Discusses Smith in rivalry
with British fur traders.
MERRIAM, C. H. "Earliest Crossing of the Deserts of Utah and Nevada to Southern
California: Route of Jedediah S. Smith in I826." In Calif. Hist. Soc. Quarterly,
October, I923, Vol. II, pp. 228-237. Smith's letter to Clark re his first trip to
California; critical study of his route across Utah on first trip to California.
MERRIAM, C. H. "First Crossing of the Sierra Nevada: Jedediah Smith's Trip from
California to Salt Lake in I 82 7." In Sien·a Club Bulletin, San Francisco, I92 3, Vol.
XI, pp. 375-379. Believes Smith crossed via American River. View widely rejected.
!\1ERRIAM, C. H. "Jedediah S. Smith's Route Across the Sierras in I827. (A reply to
F. N. Fletcher.)." In Calif. Hist. Soc. Quarterl'y, April, 1924, Vol. III, pp. 25-29.
Defence of his belief in the American River route.
MissoURI HISTORICAL R EviEw, Vol. 44, pp. 48-65, I68-q8. Ada Paris Klein (ed.). Tells
the beginnings and activities of the Rocky Mountain Fur Co.; Ashley and Henry;
Ashley and Smith; Smith, Jackson and Sublette. Brief account of Smith.
Ibid . Vol. 51, No. I, No. 2 and No.3, October, 1954, January and April, I955·
Diary of William Ashley.
MoHAVE DESERT REGION OF CALIFORNIA, U . S. Dept. of Interior, I929. Half p. on Smith.
MoNAGHAN, JAY (Ed.) . The Book of the A'l11erican West, New York, I963. Section on
Opening theW est: Explorers and Mountain Men, written by Dale Morgan, deals
with JSS. Pp. 30-82. Good map of trails used.
MoNTANA l'vlAGAZINE, Vol. III, No.4, pp. 32, 35· Brief references to JSS in relation to
Peter Skene Ogden and Hudson's Bay Co. men in western Montana in I8 24-I825.
MoRGAN, DALE. ]edediah Smith and the Opening of the West, Indianapolis, I953· This
is by far the best account of Smith and his career. Reprints many of Smith's letters.
A revised edition is planned for about 1965.
MoRGAN, DALE L. The vVest of William H. Ashley, Denver, 1964. Contains all the documents of the Ashley and Sublette papers dealing with business relations of Smith,
Jackson and Sublette; prints Ashley letters which mention Smith; fresh light on
movements of JSS in 1825-I 826.
MYERS, JoH N M. The Death of the Bravos, Little, Brown and Co., I962. Chapter on
] edediah Smith.
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER, \i'Vashington, D. C., November I, I83o. Tells of arrival at St.
Louis of Jackson and Smith and reports that Smith had explored much of the
west coast.
Ibid, November 25, 1830. Business of Smith and Jackson reported . Account taken
from St. Louis Beacon.
NEIHARDT, joHN G. So11g of Jed Smith, New York, I94r. Story of JSS in verse, I I 3 pps.
NEIHARDT,]. G. The Splendid vVayfaTing, New York, I920. Colorful story of careers
of Ashley and Smith, written by a poet, in prose.
·
NESMITH, J. vV. Transactions of the 0Tegon Pioneer Association, 188o, PP· 23-24. Mentions Ebberts' service to Smith's firm, summarizes Smith's Oregon experiences.
OGDEN, PETER SKENE, Pete1· Skene Ogden's Snake CountTy ]o zmwl, 1826- 1827, London,
I 96 I. Contains also part of journals of Alex. McLeod.
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OREGON HisTORICAL QuARTERLY,
Vol. r, p. 193. JSS west of the Rockies, r824-1825. In Calif. and Ore., I827-I829·
Vol. 4, pp. 395-398. Letters of Smith, Jackson and Sublette printed in Senate
Executive Document 39, 2 rst Congress, 2nd Sess., given here in full.
Vol. 9, pp. 408-409. Extract from letter of Smith, Jackson and Sublette to the Sec.
of vVar, October, I829, relative to the condition of the Pacific northwest
area and British and American interests.
Vol. IO, No. 4· Journals of Peter Skene Ogden. Reports relations vvith Smith and
his company.
Vol. II, pp. 361-397. Journal of Peter Skene Ogden; his Snake River expedition,
I827-I828.
Vol. 19, p. 217. Discusses aspects of Federal involvement in Oregon in the years
r827 to I842.
Vol. 24, p. 28. Reports death of JSS causing breakup of his firm; Jackson goes into
the California trade.
Ibid. p. 435· Discusses the map of the West based on Smith's notes and a proposed
expedition to Oregon in I 841.
Vol. 28, p. 107. Smith River in Oregon named for JSS. Discusses his career.
Ibid. pp. 398-399. Relations of American trappers led by JSS to Hudson's Bay Co.
Vol. 29, p. 375. Peaceful and chivalrous attitudes of Dr. McLoughlin and JSS.
Vol. 3I, pp. II7-I24- The Smith, Jackson and Sublette supply train of I83o was
the first wagon train to the Rockies.
Vol. 33, p. 3 I 5. Gives details of recovery of JSS property lost at the Umpqua
massacre, from records of the Hudson's Bay Co.
Vol. 34, pp. 3I5-316. Journal of Alex. McLeod, t~lling of recovery of property of
JSS from Indians after Umpqua trouble.
Vol. 35, pp. 99, roo, I I 2, 309-31 1. Smith and his men at the Flathead post of the
Hudson's Bay Co. in I824.
Vol. 4 I, pp. 304-3 23. Alice Maloney; campsites of Smith on the Oregon coast.
Vol. 42, pp. 2-I8. "The Wilderness Rendezvous Period of the American Fur
Trade," by Carl Russell.
Vol. 44, p. 213 . Oregon geographic names; name of Smith River origin explained.
Vol. 45, pp. I 33-I 37· Massacre of Smith's party on Umpqua River is discussed.
OREGONIAN AND INDIAN ADVOCATE, Lynn, Mass., Vol. I, No . s. pp. I58-I59· Discusses
Smith's contributions to map making.
PACI FICHISTORIAN, Publication of California History Foundation.
Vol. I, No. 3, August, I957 · "Jedediah Smith Society," announcing the society's
formation, giving a few general facts about JSS.
Vol. II, No. 2, May, 1958, pp. I, 5. "Historical Significance of Jedediah Smith," by
Reginald R. Stuart.
Vol.ll, No.3, August, 1958, p. 8. Don M. Chase reports placing of a plaque marking JSS on north California coast at Crescent City, California.
Vol. lii, No. r, February, 1959, pp. r, 2. G lenn Price: "The Questions Jedediah
Smith Asked." Brief evaluation of JSS as a man.
Vol. liT, No. I, February, 1959, pp . 9, IO. Reginald R. Stuart: "First Crop from
the San Joaquin." JSS takes beaver in California.
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Vol. IV, No.4, p. I44· \iVert E. lVloore: "The Umpqua Massacre." Discusses the
site of the massacre.
Vol. V, No.3, pp. 95-I02. G loria G. Cline: "Jedediah Smith, Leading Contender
in the Anglo-American Fur Rivalry."
Vol. VI, No. 2, pp. 79-80. Charles Horn: "Jedediah Smith's Biographer." Discusses Maurice Sullivan.
PACIFIC NoRTH WEsT QuARTERLY, Vol. XXXVII, April, 1946. lVlattes, Merrill, "Jackson
Hole and Fur Trade." Discusses Ashley, Smith and other Mountain lVlen.
PALMER, J. Journal. In Thwaites, R. G., Early vVestern Travels, Vol. XXX, P· I92, note.
Relates Indian attack on JSS.
PARRISH, PHILIP H. Hist01·ic Oregon, New York, I943· Four pages about Smith and his
relation to t he Oregon movement.
PARRISH, R. The G1·eat Plains, Chicago, I907, pp. 87-89, IOI-I03, I I7. Discusses Smith in
affairs of the Rocky Mountain Fur Co., Santa Fe caravan of I 831.
PAxsoN, F. L. Histo1·y of the American Frontier, Boston and New York, I924, pp. 333364. Smith's explorations briefly discussed.
PEATTIE, DoNALD CuLRoss. "Jedediah Smith - Trailmaker Extraordinary." In Together
Magazine, June, I96o, Vol. 4, No.6, pp. 30-34. A sound brief account of JSS.
PH ILLIPS, PAUL C. The Fur Trade, Two volumes, Univ. of Okla., I961. Much less important for Smith data than Chittendon.
PoNY ExPRESS CouRIER,
December, I934, p. 3· Refers to JSS as first white American in San Joaquin Vall ey,
I82 7; and "Peg Leg" Smith as the next white American after JSS, I82 7-I 830.
Date not exact.
October, I940, p . 6. Very inexact report of JSS in Nevada. Wrong place, dates.
January, I94I. Brief report of JSS's first trip to California.
July, I942, pp. 3-4. Account of , i\1, Sublette, Campbell, Almond after JSS's death.
February, I943, pp. 9-I I. Discovery of South Pass and subsequent travel.
November, I943, p. 4- JSS relations with California government.
August, I944, p. 13 · Conjectures about JSS's route over Sierra in I827.
September, I944, pp. 7, 9· James Clyman, colleague of JSS; p. 9, T hos. Fitzpatrick
companion of JSS.
May, I945• pp. 4-5 . Brief sketch of JSS.
January, I946, pp . 5, 6. Ashley-Henry; Ashley-Smith; Smith, Jackson and Sublette fur activities. A lso sketch of "Broken Hand" Kilpatrick.
July, I947, p. 9· Reports JSS monument in Salt Lake City.
PowELL, E. A. Gentlemen Roven, New York, I9I3. Entertaining, but inaccurate and
confusing.
PowELL, J. w. ExploTation of the Col01·ado RiveT of the vVest, Washington, I876, IO ff.
Nature of the Colorado and Green Rivers.
QuEST FOR QuAL-A-WA-Loo, San Francisco, I943· Quotes much of Harrison Rogers'
Diary for California, I 828. Discusses significance of Smith.
QuiGLEY, H. hish Race in Califomia, San Francisco, I878, pp . I 56-I 57· Short uncritical
account on Smith in California. Erroneously says he was born in Ireland.
RANDOLPH, E . Address on History of California, San Francisco, I86o, pp. 54-56, 7 I -72.
See also Hutchings Califomia Magazine, Vol. V, pp. 263-270, 3o8-3I4, 344-352·
Contains a short account of Smith; includes the Duran letter, the voucher made
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for him by American shipmasters in California, and a very inaccurate letter by
Thos. Sprague re Smith in California.
RICHARDS, IRMAGARDE. California Yesterda ys, Sacramento, I957· A school text. Eight
pages about the fur hunters (JSS) coming to California.
RICHMAN, I. B. California Unde1· Spain and Mexico, ZSJ)-184?, Boston and New York,
I9I I, p. 269. Mentions Smith's trip to Calif. Contains map giving routes to Calif.
Ross, A. Fur Humers of the Far T¥est, London, I855, Vol. II, pp. I2 7- 130. Reissued by
Univ. of Okla. Press, I956. Smith's dealings with some Indian trappers whom
Hudson's Bay traders claimed as theirs.
Ross, J\ilARVIN C. Th e liVest of Alfred Joseph Miller, Norman, Okla ., 195 r. Excellent
pictures of the west made by Miller in the I 83o's.
RoYcE, J. Califomia, Boston and New York, I886, p. 35· Tells of Smith's first trip to
California.
R ussELL, I. K. and DRIGGs, H. R. Hidden H eroes of the Ro ckies. Contains good discussion. Bond for JSS to Mexican government.
R uxToN, GEoRGE FREDERICK. Life in the Far T¥est; published man y times, sometimes
under the title, In the Old vVest; Univ. of Okla., 195 I, has notes by LeRoy Hafen.
Though fictional in form, gives best available picture of life of the J\ilountain Men.
Does not refer to Smith.
SA131N, E . L. Kit Carson Days, Chicago, I9I4, PP· 50-56, 66-68, 94-IO I, I 40, 24I, 51I-5 I 8
(Eulogy) , 62 7-628 (Biographical note). Contains many references to Smith and
reprints the Eulogy from Illinois Magazine of I832.
SAN FRANCisco TIMES, June 14, I867. Biographical sketch JSS by "associate of Smith."
ScHAFER, J. History of th e Pacific Northwest, New York, I9I8, pp. I08-I?9· Br!ef
account of Smith in California; his reception by 1\tlcLoughlin; first wagon tram.
ScHAFER, J. Th e Pa cific Slope and Alaska (G. C. Lee, Histor y of North America),
Philadelphia, 1904, Vol.X,pp. II8-I2I, 122,221.
ScHELL, H ERBERT S. H istor y of South Dakotro. Lincoln, Nebr., I961. Chapter on "The
Saga of the Fur Trade" gives inadequate account of the advance in knowledge of
the country attained by the fur hunters; contains one mention of JSS in four paragraphs about Ashley's company and successors.
ScHOOLCRAFT, H. R . In fonnatio n Respecti11g the History of the Indian Trib es of the
U. S. Information from Smith's travels and discus~ion of map drawn by Smith.
SEMPLE, E. American History a11d Its Geographic Conditions, Boston, 1903, P· I94·
First overland expedition attributed to Smith.
SHAW, D. A. Eldorado , Los Angeles, 1900, pp. 237-248. Extensive account of Smith,
but inaccurate and unreliable.
SIMPSON, S11( G . Journ ey Around the T¥orld, London, I847, Vol. I, pp. 248-249· English
point of view of Umpqua affair and Smith in Oregon.
Sl\nTH, E. D. "Jedediah Smith and Settlement of Kansas." In Kansas Historical Collections, I9;I-I9I2, Vol. XII, pp. 252-260. Brief account of Smith's parentage and
youth and overdra·wn account of his influence on K ansas.
(SMr;·H, ,l EDEDIAH S.). In Hm·per's E11cyclopedia of United States H istor y , New York
and London, I 9 I 2, Vol. VIII. Good short account of California explorations by
JSS and Umpqua affair.
(SMITH, JEnEDIAH S.). Eulogy of JSS. In Illinois i\!Jagazine, June I832. Also in Sabin,
Kit CaTS on Days, pp. 5 I I -5 I 8. Very complimentary account of career of JSS and
his contribution to geographical know ledge of the
est. Gives hearsay account
of death of JSS. Gives wrong date of birth.
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SNOWDEN, P. A . H istoTy of the State of T¥nshi11gto11 , New York, I909, Vol. I, pp. 463465; Vol. II, pp. Io-12, 63, 81.
SouTH DAKOTA HisTORICAL SociETY. "The War on Whiskey in the Fur Trade." In
South Dnkotn HistoTicnl Collectio11S, I918, Vol. IX, p. I69. States Smith protested
use of whiskey in the Indian trade; that Ashley acceded to his wishes.
ST. Louis GLOBE-DEMOCRAT, October 22, I950. Reprints an account of the arrival at
St. Louis of a Smith, Jackson and Sublette fur caravan from the Rocky Mountains.
ST. LoUIS vV EEKL y REVEILLE, rvlarc h I' I 84 7. Discusses discovery of South Pass, credited
to Fitzpatrick, reprinted in Alter, ]a'l!les Bridger. Negatived by Clyman's diary,
who credits Smith.
STANSBURY, H. An Expedition to the Vnlley of the GTeat Salt Lake of Utah, Philadelphia, I 852. Good descriptions of country, routes, streams from the plains of
Kansas to Salt Lake.
STUART, REG INALD R. "Historical Significance of JSS. " In Pn cific Historinn, May, I958,
Vol. II, No.2, pp. I, 3·
Ibid. A chapter on JSS in vVest. Robert, H., This Is the vVest. A good accurate
account of career of JSS.
SuLLIVAN, MAURICE. Trnvels of ]ededinh S'lllith, Santa Ana, I934· This work and especially Smith's diaries pl'inted herein provide the decisive turning point in establishing Smith as a premier explorer and in clarifying his relationship to subsequent
overland travel in the Far West.
SuLLIVAN, MAURICE. ]edediah Smith Trader nnd TrnilblazeT, New York, I936. This
biography, published after Sullivan's death, is not of the quality of his Trnvels of
]ededinh Smith. It is useful, but much less so than Dale Morgan's biography .
SuNDER, joHN E. Bill Sublette, Mozmtnin Mnn, Univ. of Okla., I959· Extensive discussion of working for As hley and of the partnership with Smith and Jackson.
THoMPSON and VVEsT. HistoTy of Los A11geles Count')', Oakland, I88o, pp. p, 35· Brief
mention of Smith and of J. Bowman, one of his men.
THOiVIPSON and \NEsT. History of Nevndn, Oakland, I88I, pp. 20-22. Account contains
many errors. Reprints letter to Duran and ship-captains' documents.
ToGETHER MAGAZINE, June, I96o, Vol. 4, No. 6, pp. 30-34. David Cuirass Peattie. A
sound, brief account of JSS.
Tow NSEN D, ]. K. NaTTative. In Thwaites, R. G., EaTly H7estem Travels, Cleveland,
I905, Vol. XXI, pp. I92, 3 I 4, 329. Connects Smith with other trappers: Fitzpatrick,
Ogden and John Turner.
TuRNER, F.]. Rise of the New vVest, New York, I904, pp. I2I-I23. Short summary of
Smith in California and Oregon.
TuTHILL, F. History of Cnlifonzin, San Francisco, I866, pp. 124-I25. An account of JSS
in California, indicating American interest in fur trading.
TwiTCHELL, R. E . Leading Fncts in Ne'l.V Mexicnn HistoTy, Cedar Rapids, I9II-I9I7,
Vol. II, PP· I 2 3- I 24, 135; Vol. IV, PP· 5 I s-5 I 8. Gives Waldo's estimate of Smith's
re ligious character, intelligence and accomplishments. Discusses his death and his
trading and exploring activities. Leans on E. D. Smith's exaggerated evaluations of
importance of JSS's effect on Santa Fe trade.
VESTAL, STANLEY. Jim BTidgeT, Mozmtnin Mmz, New York, I946. Good background
information on Mountain Men.
VESTAL, STANLEY. joe JVIeek, Th e JVleTTJ' i\!Jmmtnhz Mmz, Caldwell , I9SZ .Meek was one
of Smith's men.
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VICTOR, F. F . Em·ly Indian vVars of Oregon, Salem, 1894, p. I r. Brief account of JSS in
Oregon and later experiences of Big John Turner.
VICTOR, F. F. The RiveT of the TVest, Hartford, Conn., 1870, pp. 33-36 and passim.
Inaccurate in some details. In the main, it is a book of reminiscences of Joe Meek,
an employee of the Rocky Mountain Fur Co.
vVAGNER, H. and KEPPEL, M. California History, San Francisco, 1922, PP· I 12-114, r84·
Smith in California; the Umpqua affair. Elementary.
\ iV AGNER, H. R. Plains and Rockies, a Bibliography of 0Tiginal Narratives of Travel and
AdventuTe, San Francisco, 192 1, pp. 27, 29, 35, 6 r. Lists much material useful for
background study of JSS. Its date precludes ha vi ng a great amount of useful
material not yet known.
WAGNER, W. F. (ed.). Adventures of Zenas LeonaTd, Fur Trader and Trapper, Cleveland, 1904, pp. 27-32, 151-156. Short account of Smith's period in the fur trade.
(Reprinted by Univ. of Okla. Press, 1959.) Introduction by John C. Ewers gives
account of JSS.
WATKINS, A. "The Evolution of Nebraska." In Proceedi'l1gs of the Mississippi Valley
Histm·ical Association, 1909-191 o, Vol. III, pp. 126, 1 28. l'vlentions Smith. Connects
]SS with first wagon train to the Rockies.
\iVEsTON, MAY FoRTH. The Great Pathfinder, Ne>v York, 1944- Juvenile. 244 pages.
A biography of Smith.
\ iVILEY, FnANCIS A. ]edediab Smith in the West, Ph.D. thesis, University of Calif., 1941,
discusses JSS in California, his route, etc.
\ iVILSON, F. T. "Old Fort Pierre and Its Neighbors." In Collections of HistoTical Society
of South Dakota, 1902 , Vol. I, pp. 269, 335-337. Short account of the Rocky
Mountain Fur Co.
\iVILLARD, C. D. History of Los Angeles City, Los Angeles, 1901, p. 162. Mentions 1826
trip to California by JSS.
\ iVooDBURY, A.M. "Route of Jedediah Smith from Great Salt Lake to Colorado River."
In Utah HistoTical Quarterly, Vol. 4, pp. 34-36. Note this is prior to Sullivan's
Travels of JSS, and is sub ject to checking.
\ iVoRLD BooK ENcYCLOPEDIA. Gives a brief account of JSS but it contains three errors
of fact.
Tvl APS RELATING TO JE DEDIAH SMITH AND HIS EXPLORATIONS
BuRR, DAVID H. "Map of the United States of North America, 1839." In the Map Division, Library of Congress, \tVashington, D . C. Also in Morgan and Wheat, ]edediah Smith and His Maps of the American TYest. Burr's map is based on notes and
map (now lost ) by JSS.
FERRIS, \iV. A . Life in the Rocky Mountains, D enver, 1940. Contains a map dl:awn by
the author in 1836. 1\iluch the best map up to that time, but it remained unknown
and unpublished until later and had no effect upon geographic knowledge and
map making.
FRosT, DoNALD McKAY, Not es on Ge11eral Ashley, the Overland Trail and So uth Pass.
Barre, Mass., 1960. Contains an excellent map made by Dr. Edwin Raisz o~ th.e
Institute of Geogr aphical Exploration of Harvard University. The routes mdlcated are not based on exact knowledge of route details, which cannot be known.
The excellence of the map is in the fine detail of the geographic features of the
west, plus a knowledgeable indication of the routes of Smith and of Ashley's men.
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IRVING, WASHINGTON. Astoria, or Anecdotes of an Ente1·prise Beyond tbe Rocky J\!lountains. Publ. in r836. Contains a map probably based on Bonneville's personal
knowledge. Excellent for the area intended to portray. Best map known at that
date. Later reprints do not include map.
IRVING, vVASHINGTON. Tbe Rocky Mountains, or Scenes, Incidents and Adventures in
tbe Far West-Being an Account of Captain Bonneville's Adventures. Reprinted
many times under the title Adventures of Captain Bonneville, often without the
maps, which were the best maps of the fur-hunting areas then known.
MoRGAN, DALE L. and vVHEAT, CARL I. Jedediab Smitb and His Maps of tbe American
TVest, San Francisco, 1954· Most useful source known to us, of maps with relation
to Smith. The book also contains a letter otherwise unpublished by Smith, the
manuscript of which is in the Bancroft Library.
QuiNT, Mns. L. F. (of Redding, California). Map showing route and camping places on
Smith's journey from the Sacramento Valley to the Klamath River near the
California coast, in r828. Based upon her study of Smith's and Rogers' journals
and personal explorations of the terrain. Calif. Hist. Fdn.
R AISZ, Dn. EowiN. "Land Forms of the United States," western United States prepared
at the Institute of Geographical Exploration, Harvard Univ., Cambridge, Mass.
Upon this excellent map are the approximate routes taken by Ashley's men,
including all of Smith's explorations. Published in Proceedings of tbe American
Antiquarian Society, Vol. 54· Also in Donald McKay Frost: Notes on General
Asbley, tbe Overland Trail and Soutb Pass.
vVHEAT, CARL I. Mapping the Trans-Mississippi liVest, San Francisco, 19)8. Vol. 2, I 804!84.1'· Lewis and Clark to Fremont. Chapter 18, JSS and his achievements.
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